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Preface

The stories contained in this book were written by Eleanor (Garside XE "Garside" ) Adcock XE "Adcock"  and most were originally printed in the Island Clippings. They have been edited to flow better from one to the next. The stories are based on the author’s recollections and those of people she has spoken with or read about.

Of particular interest is the fact that the area south of the Island’s mountain was a very busy place in the early years of St. Joseph Island. Many of the pioneer stories are at risk of dying with the people who lived them.
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Eleanor (Garside) Adcock with husband, Russell
Introduction

When Ted Lumley asked me if I would write something for his newly–launched little newspaper, “Island Clippings” I didn’t have to think about it very long. It had already been suggested to my husband Russell and I that we should be writing down our memories. We were both born on St. Joseph Island and have lived here most our lives. My father, Ben Garside XE "Garside" , was born here in 1880. Russell’s father, James XE "James"  Adcock XE "Adcock" , was seven years old when he came here with his parents and brothers and sisters in 1878. St. Joseph Island has an abundance of history and naturally I have heard of and lived through much of it.

My thanks to Mr. Lumley for getting me started writing down our memories.

 ~ Eleanor

Acknowledgements
Besides all the named contributors in this book, I am also very grateful to our family. Sons Dennis, Grant, Randy and Gary, daughter-in-law Valerie and granddaughter Audrey and her husband Greg have been very helpful with the computer, computer work, editing and whatever else it has taken to get my little book of St. Joseph Island stories out for interested readers to enjoy.

 ~ Eleanor
Know St. Joseph Island

Location: Where is St. Joseph Island? St. Joseph Island is situated at the mouth of St. Mary's River where the river meets Lake Huron. The waters of St. Mary’s River, St. Joseph Channel and Lake Huron surround it. A bridge connects it to the mainland of Algoma District in Ontario, Canada.

Receding Shorelines: Six thousand years ago the shorelines of St. Joseph Island were 40 feet higher than they are today due to higher water levels. Any communities would have been on higher levels. The peninsula where Fort St. Joseph is situated would have been an island. Some hills across St. Joseph were separate islands.

Rocks, Fossils, Etc: St. Joseph Island is noted for its “Pudding Stone” but the source of this conglomerate rock is on the mainland, north of Bruce Mines. Fossils have been found in the rock quarries on the bridge road (20th Side Road) near the channel. When drilling for water on St. Joseph Island, natural gas, sulfur, salt water or an oily sludge has sometimes been the result.

A band of “Brown-black organic, carbon rich argillaceous limestone angles across the Island from Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  to Sailors Encampment XE "Sailors Encampment" “. Credit: Russell, D.J. 1985 Paleozoic Geology of St. Joseph Island, Algoma District, O.G.S. Map p. 2835h

Size: St. Joseph Island is approximately 27 miles long and 14 miles wide. The highest point on the Island is on the old Carter farm on the Mountain XE "the Mountain" . At 1,300 feet above sea level, it has been called the highest farm in Ontario.

Climate: St. Joseph Island is in zone 4b on the agricultural maps. It is called “The Garden of Algoma” (District). It has a longer growing season than areas on the mainland due to the moderating influence of the surrounding waters. The Island can be covered with snow for as long as from October to April but seldom for that long. The winter of 1993-94 was considered the coldest in 70 years. The winter of 1887-88 was called the “winter of no snow.” In contrast, the winter of 1923 was known as the “winter of the big snow.” 

Forest: There is a wide variety of hardwood and softwood trees growing on St. Joseph Island. The northern limit for beech trees is south of the Mountain XE "the Mountain"  on this Island.

Animals and Birds: An assortment of animal life makes its home on the Island but numbers fluctuate. The varieties of animals have changed over the years. Caribou once roamed here but with the coming of settlers, followed by the White XE "White"  tailed deer, the Caribou left. Wolves followed the deer and moose. Bears, Red Fox and Snowshoe Hare are native here. Skunks, Groundhog and Raccoons arrived less than 65 years ago, as they keep moving farther north. Ruffed Grouse (called Partridge) and owls are native here. There are many migratory birds here, including the Ruby Throated Hummingbird.

Settlement: St. Joseph Island was opened up for settlement in 1877 and a rush of settlers from Southern and Eastern Ontario began moving in at once. Prior to this there were a few scattered dwellings and a few descendants of the fur traders.

The new settlers were required to do three things - clear part of their located lands of trees; build log homes the minimum size of which was stipulated by the government; and to plant crops. Stone fences and rock piles attest to the hard labour required in some areas to make the land workable.

At first the land produced “bumper” crops but in a few years the top soil “ran out” in many areas of the Island. This is because, during the ice age, the Wisconsin Glacier had scraped the topsoil off and carried it south to areas of what is now the United States of America. The thin top soil that is here now has built up only since the ice age.

Unable to fill their barns with hay to feed their livestock any longer, many of the pioneers moved away again.

Industry: Maple syrup production is still a thriving industry, which dates back on St. Joseph Island to before modern equipment. Native Indians made maple sugar for trade. Furs and pine logs were early exports. Commercial fishing was also thriving in the early days of settlement. Timber has long been a source of income for settlers on the Island. In more recent times farm and garden produce brought some income.
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Today: Many people here are employed in small businesses on the Island, in Sault Ste. Marie, or are retired here. The year round population currently averages 1,500. There is a seasonal population of summer residents from various places, which about doubles the population of St. Joseph Island. Tourism is on the rise.

Natural Resources

Gravel Pit On Dunn Hill

The gravel pit on the Dunn place has changed its name with each owner of the property. Mr. Noble was the first to open a pit on the hill near the barn. He sold gravel for the roadwork done on a long stretch of the Base Line.

Bob and Grace Noble came from Guelph in the early 1930's. She to care for Mrs. Dunn who was bedridden and he to help Mr. Dunn on the farm. Mrs. Noble was a niece of Will Dunn. They were in their fifties with a grown-up family when they came. None of them came to St. Joseph Island other than to visit their parents. Mr. and Mrs. Noble remained on the farm for a few years after the Dunns died. Shortly after the end of World War II, they retired and returned to Guelph. The Dunn farm was sold to Edgar Cain XE "Cain"  and the Cain family lived there for a few years. The next owners were Mr. & Mrs. McEwan who also sold gravel from the pit for several years. Gilbertson XE "Gilbertson"  Enterprises, the present owners, still use the pit and have greatly enlarged it.

Note: Alf Still XE "Still"  has reminded me that the name of the last brother to live on the farm with Will was not Alex but Sandy.

Burnt Point:

We have determined the location of Burnt Point. It is shown on the 1940 map of St. Joseph Island and the area north of here, put out by the Department of Mines & Resources. It is on the west side of Whiskey Point, jutting out into Whiskey Bay XE "Whiskey Bay" . We don't know how it burned but my husband Russell and Merl Reed XE "Reed"  agree that it must have happened a long time ago. Russell says there were no large trees on it when he was a boy (~1925). 

Trap Rock

There is a Trap Rock quarry on St. Joseph Island. It is at the North end of The Island near the shore, a short distance West of the Bernt Gilbertson XE "Gilbertson"  Bridge.

Oscar Daniel co-operated the quarry from around 1912 to 1915 or 16. Men from Italy were employed to build a chute for moving the Trap Rock down to the shore, to be loaded onto the boats. Walls were built of stone to form the chute, which is eight to ten feet high and 40 to 50 feet long. Gravity eased the rolling of the rock down to the boats. Machinery was moved in from the mainland across the ice; horses were used to haul it. A steam shovel and engine with track moved the rock to the crusher. Houses for the workers, stables and a blacksmith shop were built at the site.

Some of the men who were employed at the quarry were-Albert Rains, Hartens, Harrisons and Brownlees. They worked with drills and dynamite.

Trap Rock was shipped to Chicago, Illinois and Toledo, Ohio for use in street construction. It is thought that the Great War of 1914-18 was the reason the Trap Rock quarrying on St. Joseph Island was discontinued. It was never resumed. Ships had been taken away for wartime uses.

Houses were moved from the quarry, across the ice, to Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing" . A large forge is at the Furkey homestead on St. Joseph Island. The quarry can be seen at the end of the Shore Road, where one can walk under the chute today. A large dwelling has been built above it.

Trap Rock is a basalt rock. Sources are widely distributed. It is still quarried in Algoma on the North Shore. It is shipped to the United States to be used for railway ballast and for asphalt. One company in Canada uses it for insulation. Locally it is used for railway ballast and driveways.

My thanks to Gordon Furkey for the history of the Trap Rock quarry on St. Joseph Island. Thanks also to the people at Ontario Trap Rock at Bruce Mines and to Gladys Wallwork for helping me to “round out” the Trap Rock story. 

Native Artifacts

When Russell Adcock XE "Adcock"  was a young man tilling up his garden, in the 1930’s, he unearthed numerous North American Native artifacts. The location had obviously been a Native encampment. As well as some perfect pieces, there were broken specimens. In one location he unearthed a heap of broken pieces, indicating that the crafter had sat there day after day producing the articles needed by the tribe. He found arrow points, and spear points of various shapes and sizes, tomahawks and an amulet. Other items were found on the property, among them a copper spear point and part of a copper knife, both of which were formed by hammering. (Incidentally that property was and is privately owned).

Russell showed some of the artifacts to Mr. W.J. Smith XE "Smith"  of Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach, (Stone Lumber Company) who was quite knowledgeable about such things and he was able to identify some of the pieces and explain their purpose. For instance, the Medicine Man carried the amulet. It has two holes in it for threading a thong through so it could be carried around his waist.

Some of the tomahawks that he found in his garden were from an earlier era than were most of the pieces that he found there, according to Mr. Smith XE "Smith" . Two of them were about a foot long and four inches wide, rounded on the ends, each with a rounded groove surrounding it to accommodate a thong for lashing it to a handle. A third one was much smaller, about four inches long and nearly squared on the ends. The larger ones resembled the “pounding” or “hammering stones” that are pictured in the Amateur Archeologist's Handbook.
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Arrowhead collection at Island Museum
When we moved to the Sault in 1956, Russell left three of his tomahawks to be displayed in a store. More recently he thinks he recognized them in the St. Joseph Island Museum XE "Museum" .

Mr. Joseph Bayliss, co-author with his wife Estelle of the books about St. Joseph Island and the St. Mary’s River, heard about Russell's collection of artifacts and came several times to see them. He bought some of them and it is thought that he put them in the museum in Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan. Russell later made a small case with a glass cover and mounted some of his best pieces in it. While we were in Sault Ste. Marie, a man who had heard about Russell’s arrow points, came and tried to buy them for his son. They were not for sale!

Later Russell brought the collection to the St. Joseph Island Museum XE "Museum"  and left it on loan. It is still there. We have the receipt dated July 29, 1966 for “Case arrowheads, spearheads, and amulet, found near … (18 pieces and case)” signed by A. Tranter XE "Tranter" , Curator.

When the grounds at Fort St. Joseph were being leveled in the late 1940's the scraping by the bulldozer turned up some artifacts. They were from the days of occupancy by the regiments in the early 1800's. Russell found a few of the pieces and later we heard a rumour that he had sold a large number of the artifacts from the Fort. This is not true. After the Interpretive Centre at the Fort was opened he packed up what he had and turned them in there. 

Russell’s brother Henry and others were also working there at the time. Henry found some interesting pieces which he promptly turned over to the Museum XE "Museum"  at the Sault Armoury. We don't know where they went when the Armoury Museum closed.

Life At The Fort

On June 30, 1798 the British Indian XE "Indian"  Department purchased St. Joseph Island from the Ojibway (Ahnishinahbag) Nation for goods worth twelve hundred pounds. An excerpt from the deed of purchase:

NOW KNOW YE that we the said Principal Chiefs, Warriors, are people of the Chippewa [Ahnishinahbag] Nation for and in consideration of the sum of twelve hundred pounds Quebec currency value in goods estimated according to the Montreal price now delivered to us... and by these presents do, give, grant sell, dispose of... every part of that Island known and called a aforesaid by the name of Island of St. Joseph and also by the name of Cariboux Island, and in the Chippewa [Ahnishinahbag] language by the name of Payentanassin... 

The Mackinaw XE "Mackinaw"  Coat

Fort St. Joseph XE "Fort St. Joseph"  was once famous for a garment called the Mackinaw XE "Mackinaw"  coat. I remember the Mackinaw, not so much what it looked like, but that it was a warm winter coat called a Mackinaw. I didn't know why it was called a Mackinaw. Now, having read of its origin from several different accounts, I will try to share the story.

It was November of 1811 and Captain Charles Roberts, of Fort St. Joseph on St. Joseph Island, had waited all summer for an issue of great coats to come by boat from Amherstburg for his 40 men. Their four year old army issue coats were beyond repair as the men faced another northern winter.
Transportation by water would be impossible by now, and by land, very slow. Captain Roberts made a decision and then informed the adjutant in Quebec, there being no time left to wait for permission. There was a good supply of three-and-a-half point Hudson Bay blankets in the King's store, and John Askin, keeper of the store, volunteered to relieve the Captain's anxiety by supplying his men with coats made from the blankets. He employed several local women to make up the coats.
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Within two weeks the coats were ready, complete with decorative brass buttons, shoulder straps and fancy pockets. The soldiers at Fort St. Joseph “agreed that they were superior to the regulation army coat; they were warmer and of finer appearance”. Throughout the winter of 1811-1812 the soldiers were “Comfortable and content.”
It was considered that the new coats, which kept the men in good condition over winter, contributed to the success of Captain Roberts capture of Fort Mackinaw XE "Mackinaw"  from the Americans in the spring of 1812. By the fall of that year, Captain Roberts now having a much larger command at Mackinaw, was again faced with a coat shortage. Due to the disruptions of transportation caused by the war, no army supplies were getting through. Captain Roberts knew what to do. After seeing Roberts’ men on parade in their warm coats, his reinforcements, the traders and the workmen, all of whom needed coats, wanted the same. They were told that he had requisitioned a large consignment of the blankets from the Indian XE "Indian"  Department, had engaged some professional tailors and seamstresses and was ready to take orders. The orders poured in. 
A request was made for a shorter coat of fewer encumbrances in the deep snow. So a short thick double-breasted coat was produced which became known as the Mackinaw XE "Mackinaw"  coat. At first it was blue but plaid soon became more popular. It was suitable for the northern trails and was in demand from as far away as Fort William (now part of Thunder Bay) and Penetanguishine. 
My source for most of this story was the Sword of Old St. Joe by H.J.L. Wooley.

Early Land Clearing

Some of the early pioneers were not successful, at first, in finding their chosen 100- acre lots. Guided by scant government survey descriptions they trekked throughout the forests of St Joseph Island to find their lots.

To clear the land of trees and build their little log homes was hard work and to later find that they were on the wrong property must have been heartbreaking. The following poem tells just such a sad story. It is of special interest to me as my grandfather, Benn Garside XE "Garside" , later bought the same property from Mr. Molesworth. Mr. Hawthorne's clearing, on the west side of the Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  River, became my grandparents' hay field. That field was always referred to as “The Hawthorne Place” (in 1893 my grandparents, with their children, built and moved into their new frame home on the east side of the river opposite Milford Haven).
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St. Joe Island

When the cold winter winds are blowing,

My thoughts in fancy flow

To my old home in the North-Land,

To the isle of old St. Joe.

To the log house in the clearing,

Sheltered by a lonesome Pine,

And the frozen creek - now silent,

Waiting for the Summer-Time.

I can see the rifle hanging

On its pegs above the stair

The boot-jack, sled and snow-shoes,

Always kept in good repair.
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There's the old tin pail and basin,

And the sharpened cross-cut saw,

And the traps of steel that often,

Held a muskrat in its jaws.

See the windows decorated

By Jack Frost’s chilly hand,

And the falling snow so gently

Spreads its beauty o'er the land. 

I can hear my Mother singing

To the baby - soft and low,

While without - the axe is ringing

To my Fathers sturdy blow.

Days of trial, days of danger,

Made the place to them seem dear,

For home means more than shelter,

To the old-time pioneer

Through the years the picture haunts me,

And again I'd like to go

Where the Spruce and Pine are waiving,

And the fragrant Cedars grow.

So again tonight in fancy,

As I watch the drifting snow

I'm just a little boy again

Way up in old St. Joe. 

In memory of St. Joseph Island, Ontario where I spent my earliest years, Truly yours - Herbert J. Hawthorne

Footnote:
A former resident of Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven" , just across Claude Elliot's bridge in a clearing on the right hand side. His father cleared ten-acres there, and then found out he wasn't on his own property. He got mad and left St. Joe before 1890. 

People

Pioneer Men With Skills

Many of the early settlers to St. Joseph Island brought skills with them that proved very useful to the young pioneer communities. Some men combined a trade with working the land or timbering. Among these were a number of blacksmiths. A few well remembered ones made blacksmithing their life's work.
According to our encyclopedia, a blacksmith is a “Smith XE "Smith"  that works in iron or black metal and makes and fixes on horse shoes”. (Some other smiths are gold smiths, silver smiths, and white smiths).

Some of the early blacksmiths who set up shop on their own farms on St. Joseph Island were Mr. Richard Prout XE "Prout" , Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay" ; Mr. James XE "James"  and Mr. Cooper, both on the U Line; Mr. Carter on the mountain; Mr. David Harten XE "Harten"  on the I Line and Mr. Good in Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing" .

Jack Bolt XE "Bolt"  remembers Mr. Prout XE "Prout" 's blacksmith shop. It was situated near the road on Mr. Prout’s property, as most of them seem to have been, probably for easy access by other people who hired his services. Mr. Prout left the Island with his family in 1922. Some of these pioneers passed their skills on to their son or sons. Walter (Walt) Cooper took over his father's shop and did mostly horse shoeing and small repairs for himself and others as he continued to farm until, in the early 1930's he lost his home, shop, farm buildings and much more, to fire.

Mr. Bolt XE "Bolt"  also told us that Mr. James XE "James"  was a carriage maker and Mr. Cooper was a wagon maker. Mr. James' son Harry went on his own, setting up his blacksmith shop in Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach, (then Marksville XE "Marksville" ) (I believe Mr. Thomas Steinberg operated a blacksmith shop there before opening his grocery store). Harry James left his shop in charge of Aaron McClary while he went off to the “Great War”, (World War I) taking it up again when he returned. Three of David Harten XE "Harten" 's sons took up blacksmithing but only James (Jimmie) made a career of it. David’s son Robert (Bob) carried on at the family homestead. Mr. Carter first had his shop on the Mountain XE "the Mountain" , and then moved it into Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing" . Jimmie Harten was the blacksmith at the lumber mill at Sterling XE "Sterling"  Bay in the early 1900's either before or after his term of service in the 1914-1918 war. Later he took over the shop in Richards Landing from Mr. Carter.

Both Mr. Harten XE "Harten"  and Mr. James XE "James"  were unique in their own ways, but both are remembered for their ingenuity and kindness. Alf Still XE "Still"  told me about Harry James' logging sleighs, which were of his own patented design. He could make one in about a week and many people on the Island and the North Shore owned one. He could make complete wagons except for the hubs. He was known to weld a Swede saw blade with a dime, sparing the owner from the expense of buying a new one. He was also skilful with wood. Among his productions were skis and two violins. He made and repaired parts for farm implements, as did Jimmie Harten XE "Harten" . It seems that both men could and would meet the needs of any farmer or bush worker, even if they had to invent something. Blacksmiths made many tools, from wood working to the garden. Both men could be counted on to come up with something that was otherwise unavailable. 

Jim Reed XE "Reed"  told me that Mr. Harten XE "Harten"  made a stamping iron for him to put his stamp on his logs when he took them to the mill. (He says that the iron is at the museum at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Troyer on the Hilton XE "Hilton"  Road.) He also told me that Mr. Harten made “jacks” for the purpose of tightening and securing loads of logs. Before the local hospitals were supplied with so many pieces of modern equipment, Mr. Harten was relied upon to produce some needed items. One that Mrs. Trefry XE "Trefry"  remembers was a surgical scoop or spoon for removing gallstones. One story concerns a young fellow who had his back injured while working on a boat. (I think an elevator fell on him). He was brought to the nearest hospital, Mathews Memorial Hospital on St. Joseph Island. Dr. Trefry knew what was required to help the man but there was nothing available. He and Mr. Harten collaborated on the design and the result was a very satisfactory “stretcher” for the repair of the young man's back. 

Pioneer Women

“It Was No Picnic”

Try to see into the lives of the women who came with their husbands to this large Island in Northern Ontario. They have been told that the land is good. There is plenty of it and it is free to settlers who will clear a few acres and build a dwelling to certain specifications. To the men who long to own land of their own, it sounds like a wonderful opportunity. They will be their “own bosses”. Some have known better times when they could have servants, luxuries and live among family and friends, but then hard times came in the “Old Country”.

Here they find themselves, in the “back wood” of St. Joseph Island. They live in a small log house in a small clearing in the woods. It is pretty much as it has been for pioneers everywhere but it is new to most of them.  There are no roads until the men can build them themselves, so travel is by the water surrounding the Island. 

Supplies of any kind are not easily obtained. The couple of stores on the Island aren’t prepared for the large influx of settlers. Some supplies could be obtained at Bruce Mines, by boat when the water was open or the ice safe to cross, but in the spring and fall the crossing was dangerous.

Country women baked their bread for the family and made butter. The butter was made from cream produced by the cows that the women helped to milk. They looked after their flock of chickens for the eggs they would lay. They gathered the fruit, mostly wild berries, and made jams, jellies and preserves. They made clothing for their husbands and families, knit their socks, mitts, sweaters and scarves. The wool yarn may have come from the family’s own flock of sheep. They cooked the meals and did the laundry. The latter in most cases was done by hand on a washboard as washing machines came later, the first of which were few and far between. Tubs were made from wood and the machinery was manually operated. 

Mothers cared for large families and prepared them to take their places as the adults of the future. Some very courageous and capable women went outside of their homes to act as midwives, nurses to the sick and to prepare the dead for burial. We older ones remember several of these wonderful neighbours. As time moved on, others, who were natural leaders made themselves available to organize and hold offices in the local organizations. Some “movers and shakers” whose names come to mind were Mrs. Bill Trainor XE "Trainor" , Mrs. Percy Kent XE "Kent" , Mrs. Archie Smith XE "Smith" , Mrs. Carl Young XE "Young" , Mrs. Fred Kent and Mrs. Russell Ward XE "Ward" . They repeatedly allowed their names to stand for such offices as District Presidency of the Women’s Institute XE "Women’s Institute" , the hospital association, various Church XE "Church"  groups and organized concerts, picnics and other events.

Although telephone came early, electricity did not arrive until 1930. Water, was from dug wells or a cool flowing spring, with luck.

Vegetables came from the garden in the summer and in winter, from storage, which was the earth cellar under the house. Some families also had a special outdoor “Root Cellar”. These root cellars would be built into a bank or slope, so that the majority of the cellar was underground. A wooden door in front would open to reveal wood covered walls and roof, so as to prevent it from caving in. Inside the cellar, most vegetables would be stored in bins.

In some cases, even if families had money there was little to spend it on. Modern conveniences were either not yet invented or were not locally available.

In the early days a doctor was not always available. Many young mothers died in childbirth or soon after. Kidney failures were often blamed, probably caused by too much salt cured meat. Postpartum Depression XE "Depression"  in new mothers meant they might be sent away to an institution from which there was no return for them, because they received little professional help.

There were other causes of mental breakdowns in both men and women, for instance the Island is in the “goiter belt” because of a lack of iodine available naturally. Before better care, it was learned that a lack of iodine was the cause of many nervous breakdowns.

The men didn’t have life easy either. They worked long hours at hard, manual labour, without the mechanical tools that we know today. They felled the trees to clear the land for farming. They followed the horse-drawn plough to prepare the land for planting the crops.  They tended the crops until it was time to harvest them.  If a man had a building trade he might have to leave home and stay where the work was for weeks at a time, leaving his family to care for the farm, in order to earn some money for the home.

David Tait XE "Tait" 
Did you know that we had a skilled nurseryman living and operating a nursery, on St. Joseph Island for many years? Born in the Shetland Islands in 1868, David Tait XE "Tait"  was five years old when he came to Canada with his family who located on to a farm near Iron Bridge, Ontario. When Mr. Tait had grown up and learned to be a nurseryman, he set up his own nursery business. As he traveled throughout Algoma selling his nursery stock he discovered the Mountain XE "the Mountain"  on St. Joseph Island and learned that the climate there suited his plans for developing fruit trees. He was particularly interested in apples that would be hardy enough this far north.

I have sales slips from Mr. Tait XE "Tait"  to my Dad, Benjamin Garside XE "Garside" , dated 1916 and 1917, where the name and address was still “David Tait, Nurseryman, Iron Bridge P.O., Algoma, Ont.” By 1919 it was “David Tait, Nurseryman, Carterton XE "Carterton"  P.O., St. Joseph Island, Ont.” (Carterton P.O. being on the Mountain XE "the Mountain" )
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Some of the hardy apple trees he sold were Whitney Crab, Gipsy Girl, McMahan, Milwaukee, Winter St. Lawrence, Hibernal and Charlamoff. Some of the hardy pears that he sold were numbered Tait XE "Tait"  # 1, Tait # 2 and Tait # 3. He sold some plum and cherry trees as well as raspberry and strawberry plants. His local selling trips, when he took orders, were made by bicycle and in winter, on foot. He also sold trees from Quebec to Alberta. His imports from Russia and other foreign countries figured in his experiments with fruit trees. Even during the depression years of the 1930's Mr. Tait was able to keep one or more young men employed.

The following is a quote from the story of David Tait XE "Tait"  North Country Nurseryman, which is in the Jocelyn XE "Jocelyn"  Township's 100th Anniversary book. Referred to as a “colourful individual” “David was a well informed student of history, politics and religion, as well as being highly skilled in the manual arts. He was a very diligent worker who gave credit for work well done, but was very critical of sloth and laziness. He was frugal, but generous. He was kind to his multitude of friends, but scornful of those he disapproved. He was an educator to many and his handwriting was an inspiration to any student. He was an expert in grafting of budding trees and could make his own grafting wax supplemented with bark from basswood trees.”

“Mr. Tait XE "Tait"  learned how to produce a tag that would be legible after twenty years exposure to weather by using a lead pencil on weathered galvanized iron. He could make his own wooden pails and bake his own bread. He was an entertaining talker, but could not tolerate or understand a Scottish joke. He was extremely honest and reliable. He was always available to help a neighbour, be it to fight a fire or to aid in sickness. He was very articulate and very emphatic in his condemnation, often using what might be called border-line words in good company.”

Mr. Tait XE "Tait"  never married. He died April 23, 1939 and is buried in Bright Cemetery, near Iron Bridge. 

Louie Knoll XE "Knoll" 
Around 1925 Mr. Louie Knoll XE "Knoll"  came to St. Joseph Island from Southern Ontario to try drilling for oil. We don't know what indications or on whose suggestions he tried drilling where he did at Gordon's Bay (in Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay" ) since there was no access road to the spot, but drill he did. Mr. Knoll was disappointed in this venture because what he reached turned out to be a flowing well of mineral water which, as far as we know, is still flowing.

Although Mr. Knoll XE "Knoll"  did not find oil on St. Joseph Island, he stayed on for many years, drilling for water. Wells had been hand dug with a shovel previously and most were shallow wells, some of which went dry in summer. Good water was and is precious. In order to get water from these wells, some people used a long crotched stick, to lower the bucket, tip it into the water, fill it and haul it up. Some people attached a rope to the bucket instead to lower it and draw it up. Some used a pulley and a rope. 

Where hand digging failed to reach water, people had to haul it from a natural spring nearby or abandon the property. Where schools didn't have a well, the school children, mostly boys, would have to go to the nearest neighbours to fetch water. Mr. Knoll XE "Knoll"  changed that, in most cases, with his well drilling machine. He could usually find water close to the family home and near schoolhouses. At my home, good water just outside the door was a wonderful improvement over walking nearly a quarter of a mile to a spring to fetch it. Good tasting water was not always the result, however. At the school I attended, S.S.#3 Hilton XE "Hilton" , the Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  School, we hated to drink the water. Yet it tested okay. I understand it was drilled into a band of shale, which angles across the Island from Peck’s Point, at Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven" , to Sailor’s Encampment.

At other schools the new drilled well was and is a blessing to the community. In the case of the old Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  School, where the Island Clippings originates, a drilled well has been a reliable source of good water for over 65 years. It served the school and anyone who didn't have good water available. So we were very fortunate to have Louie Knoll XE "Knoll"  come to the Island with his well drilling machine, and stay, many years ago. 

Hattie White XE "White" 
The Hattie White XE "White"  Sunday School on the W Line was attended by most of the children and many of the young people in Hilton XE "Hilton"  Township during the 1930’s. It was a United Church XE "Church"  Sunday School. Miss Ella White of Toronto was the founder and she named it for her invalid sister Hattie. The White sisters were cousins of Mr. Arthur Church of the W Line. Mrs. Church and their large family attended Sunday School regularly and took an active part.

Those were the days of the “Great Depression XE "Depression" “ and it was Miss Ella's Church XE "Church"  group in Toronto who made up Christmas parcels of clothing and other gifts for the Hattie White XE "White"  Sunday School attendants. Miss Ella also purchased items for the parcels. To earn a Christmas parcel we were expected to attend Sunday School for at least 12 Sundays during the year. Most of us attended many more. We could earn a New Testament and then a Bible by memorizing Bible verses and reciting them in class on Sunday. I still have the New Testament that I earned that way in 1934. I also have my membership card to the Hattie White Sunday School from 1934. It was signed by the then United Church Student Minister, Mr. Donald Gladman and by Secretary Mrs. A. Garside XE "Garside" .

My Aunt Lila Still XE "Still"  was Superintendent of the Sunday School and Aunt Marjorie Garside XE "Garside"  was the Secretary. When I was age 12, my younger sisters, Kathleen and Dora, and I decided to take the long walk to the W Line School. (Distance to our own school, the Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  or Stone School was 3 1/2 miles and the W Line was farther.) We walked from the Q & R (a 1/2 mile off the Base Line) by ourselves the first time, but after that we fell in with Aunt Lila and our cousins on Stills' Road and had company to Sunday School. 

We attended Sunday School picnics and concerts as well. I recall some of the hymns that we sang in Sunday School. Many were from the Primary Section of the New Canadian Hymnal, the “Green book”, with accompaniment on the organ by Lottie Church XE "Church" . Fondly remembered were “Father Bless our School Today” and “Mothers of Salem”. Among those from the general index was “There Shall Be Showers of Blessing”, which we sang frequently. It was felt that it had a special significance for those years of very little rainfall. After all, it had rained after one occasion of our singing it!

Mr. Harry Argue was another who had served as Superintendent of the Hattie White XE "White"  Sunday School. I well remember the time Miss Ella White, herself, came to visit the Sunday School. We were greatly impressed by that gracious lady and felt honoured to have her visit “Our” Sunday School. 

Dr. Trefry XE "Trefry" 
Doctors came and went on St. Joseph Island over the years but Doctor Trefry XE "Trefry"  came and stayed.

Dr. Harold Trefry XE "Trefry"  had served with the Medical Corps during the first Great War, graduated from McGill University and practiced medicine in British Columbia before setting up practice in Pembroke, Ontario.  While at Pembroke he met three St. Joseph Island girls, Ellen Cain XE "Cain" , Helen Bishop XE "Bishop"  and Helen Hunt XE "Hunt" . They were training to become nurses.  These young women persuaded Dr. Trefry to come to St. Joseph Island, which was without a doctor at the time.

Dr. Trefry XE "Trefry"  came to St. Joseph Island in 1936 to begin his practice.  He retired in 1957.  He was a doctor first but he also had a keen interest in farming.

On the Island there was plenty to do as Medical Officer of Health.  He visited the schools to educate the children about taking care of their health. 

St. Joseph Island is in an area which is called a goiter belt, because it is lacking iodine in the locally produced food supply.  Iodine is necessary for a healthy thyroid.  Therefore Dr. Trefry XE "Trefry"  had his work cut out. Previous doctors had prescribed goiter tablets for school children if we had any indication of goiter.  Instead, Dr. Trefry introduced the seaweeddulse, which is rich in iodine to replace the tablets. The Women’s Institute XE "Women’s Institute"  branches supplied the dulse to the schools and we were required to eat a portion of it daily. 

Further to the goiter problem there were a number of the Island people who were badly in need of goiter surgery.  Dr. Trefry XE "Trefry"  went away and took a short course in goiter surgery in order to tackle the problem on the Island.  As a surgeon Dr. Trefry was rated as one of the top five in Canada.

He designed instruments for special needs that the Haartz people made especially for him.  For special cases where he lacked a frame, tool or other device to suit his purpose he called on Jimmie Harten XE "Harten" , blacksmith, Martin Johnson, Mechanic, or Fred Rogers, tinsmith, to produce what he required for a patient’s care.

One example was a frame supplied to the Doctor’s specifications for a man who had both legs broken.  Another case was that of a young man who had the misfortune to have his back broken when an elevator fell on him. Apparently he could not be helped in Sault Ste. Marie so he was turned over to Dr. Trefry XE "Trefry"  at Matthews XE "Matthews"  Memorial Hospital in Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing" .  He had Mr. Harten XE "Harten"  produce a frame that he could use to save the seriously injured man’s back and his life.       

The Great Depression XE "Depression"  of the 1930’s was not yet over when Dr. Trefry XE "Trefry"  came to the Island. People were hard pressed to pay for a doctor’s services.  Sometimes he would be paid partially in produce from the family farm, or not at all. 

Humanitarian that Dr. Trefry XE "Trefry"  was, he didn’t want anyone to be deprived of needed medical care for lack of funds so he devised a medical insurance plan where individuals would pay $2.50 a year for his services, including house calls and surgery as required.  (Dr. Trefry made up his own prescriptions). A maximum of $10.00 a year insured his services for a family.  This fee was voluntary and was paid through the townships offices.  (It did not cover hospitalization or cost of medication.) That way the Doctor was guaranteed about $3,000 a year. He was not interested in building up a fortune for himself.

Dr. Trefry XE "Trefry"  became the owner of a farm on St. Joseph Island and he hired a man to manage it.  He was fond of animals, especially his racehorses.  He specialized in Guernsey cattle and sold cream to the St. Joseph Island Creamery.  Pigs were also raised on his farm.  He sometimes used his racehorses, usually ‘Toots McGregor’ or ‘Calumet’, hitched to a cutter or sleigh, to get him to house calls on this large island, before our winter roads were being kept open for automobiles. 

No doubt Dr. Trefry XE "Trefry" ’s interest in farming led him to bring the Agricultural Fairs to the Island. Dr. Trefry’s daughter Deirdre remembers that her father always took part in the annual Community Night parades, in costume, and including her.

His fondness for children got him into playing Santa Claus. Mrs. Orrell, an American summer resident whose generosity is well known on the Island, would have her volunteer helpers packing Christmas baskets for the Island children. Just before Christmas Dr. Trefry XE "Trefry"  played Santa Claus. Part of his costume was his white fox fur, always reserved for the purpose.

At first Tom Barton accompanied Santa, either driving the car or the horses, depending on the condition of the roads at the time, as he set out to deliver the gifts door to door. Later, after the doctor married Elizabeth (Beth.) Broadfoot, Charge Nurse at Matthews XE "Matthews"  Memorial Hospital, she accompanied him. She usually drove the car for him on these rounds. Our two older sons remember it as an exciting time.

Not so much fun, though, was the time the doctor and Beth dropped around to give the boys their immunization “Shots.”  He didn’t seem to enjoy this part of the job any more than the boys, as he offered it to Beth. She reminded him that it was his job.  We were twelve miles from where they lived in Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing"  so I hope they made a nice outing of it.

Many of the Doctor’s outings must have been grueling.  One of those, I think, was in the winter of 1941, before the roads were ploughed in winter.  He tried to respond to a call of a very ill man in a bush camp.  It would be at least a twenty mile journey from Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing"  to near Fort St. Joseph by horses and sleighs.  A few miles short of his destination, his horses could go no farther. He stopped at a vacant house and put his horses in the empty barn.  In the cold house he walked the floors all night to keep from freezing.

One day a few years later Dr. Trefry XE "Trefry"  made a call to our house. He told us the story of how he had to walk the floors of the house all that cold night to keep warm and “knew every crack in the house”. That was the house we had made our home!

A dedicated doctor he surely was. In his memory St. Joseph Island now has a fine building consisting of a seniors’ meeting place and offices and several seniors’ Retirement apartments. It is named the “Dr. Harold S. Trefry XE "Trefry"  Memorial Centre. “Also, one wing of Matthews XE "Matthews"  Memorial Hospital has been dedicated to “ The Memory of Dr. H.S. Trefry”.

My thanks to Deirdre Barton for help with the Dr. Trefry XE "Trefry"  story.

Transportation

No Roads

When the rush of settlers came to St Joseph Island from southern and eastern Ontario in the late 1870's there were no roads inland. There were footpaths used by the native Indians. Two of these became the Hilton XE "Hilton"  Road and the Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  Road. Most travel was by water - by sail boat, row boat or canoe, which served well as most people settled along the shores at first. One important settlement, Carterton XE "Carterton" , was on the Mountain XE "the Mountain" , near the centre of the Island.
As more people took up their land claims in the interior, settlers had to get busy building roads to connect such communities as Sailors Encampment XE "Sailors Encampment" , Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing" , Carterton XE "Carterton" , Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven" , Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  and so on. All this was to be done while still clearing enough of their own land to build their homes, logs at first, and to get some crops planted. Most were trying to make a living from their land. Road making was hard, especially through some very rocky terrain and swampy areas. In the deep muddy areas logs were laid crossways until they would support traffic. These were called “Corduroy” roads. They were rough, bumpy roads that could be traveled over on foot, (people walked for miles for supplies or to visit a neighbour), or with an oxdrawn conveyance called a “jumper” or “stone-boat”. The stone-boat was built low to the ground, of hand hewn planks laid on “runners”, similar to sled runners but more rugged. It was fitted with shafts to be drawn by one animal or a “tongue” for a pair or team. 
Winter roads were better if the ground was frozen and snow kept packed by use. These early roads were considered too rough for horses at first, plus it was more economical to use the oxen as they did the farm work and supplied the beef. Occasionally the family milk cow was called into service to help perform these tasks as well.
Most of the early settlers came from areas that were more developed and already becoming crowded and they found St. Joseph Island quite backward. A very early memory of my late Aunt, Eliza (Garside XE "Garside" ) Still XE "Still" , was a gathering of the neighbour ladies at her mother's home at Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  for a quilting bee. In their musings about their future possibilities here, one of the ladies wondered if it would ever be possible to use wheels on St. Joseph Island!

Winter Roads

What did people do before the roads on St. Joseph Island were ploughed in winter? That question came up recently so we started searching our memories.

It was not until the late 1930’s/early 1950’s that the Municipalities attempted to keep the roads open for wheels in winter. Some used trucks with ploughs attached, but in 1954 Jocelyn XE "Jocelyn"  Township purchased a snow blower and employed Ray Connell XE "Connell"  with his tractor with blower attached to keep the traveled Jocelyn XE "Jocelyn"  Township roads clear of snow.
The pioneers knew that they had to get sufficient supplies of non-perishables in the fall to last until spring. If they didn't and the roads became blocked with snow, they would be in a serious situation. Someone would have to head out on snowshoes and carry or haul what was needed on a hand sleigh. Some items should have been brought home in the fall and stored before winter set in. This would include the heavier items that were not homegrown such as 100 lb. bags of flour and sugar and 20 lb. bags of oatmeal, as well as large quantity items such as livestock feed. 

If the snow built up gradually as it did most winters, roads could be kept passable with horses travelling regularly. If it came and piled up quickly, it could take several good teams a number of days to get the roads open again. Oxen were useless on “unbroken” roads and if the going was very hard for horses, only short distances could be broken at a time. If horses couldn't do it the roads might remain impassable until spring. 

Winter conditions often kept the women folk “house-bound” for much of the winter. At Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  the Bolts and the Adcocks didn't live far apart. One fine day in a winter of the late 1800’s, after Mrs. Bolt XE "Bolt"  and Mrs. Adcock XE "Adcock"  had not seen each other for a long time, Mrs. Bolt asked her husband to take her to visit Mrs. Adcock. Travel at this time was with oxen and stone-boat. Mr. Bolt hitched up the oxen and as soon as the passengers were aboard they were off at a gallop. As they approached the Adcock home Mr. Bolt couldn't get the oxen slowed down and after taking the turn-around at a gallop they headed for home. All the ladies could do was wave to each other! 

When the snow came all wheeled vehicles were laid up. Sleighs and cutters (with runners) were brought out for use. The “wheels” included horse-drawn wagons, buggies and light touring ones or two-seater wagons called “democrats”, either fancy or utilitarian. Motorcars also came on the scene early in the 20th century. In some winters a large horse-drawn roller was used to pack the snow on the roads. Even then only the mail route got this treatment even though our way to school was often very heavy going.

During my school years, on our way to or from school in the winter we would occasionally meet Jenny Whicher XE "Whicher" . She was riding on her small sled, pulled by her trotting dog team, as she travelled between Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  and Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach. However, dogs were rarely used as a means of transportation on St. Joseph Island.

I remember when, in the early 1930's, Wilf Whicher XE "Whicher"  of Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  converted a truck into a snowmobile with some success for winter driving. He added an extra set of wheels between the front and back sets and installed tracks on the two rear sets (sometimes called a “half-track”). Russell remembers that Martin Johnson of Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing"  had rigged up a similar machine. In the late 1930’s the snow plane became the wonder of winter travel but very few people owned one. Wilf Whicher had one of them, a very “neat” machine (he may have built it himself). Cal Kent XE "Kent"  of the Kentvale XE "Kentvale"  Store also got one. 

The Kentvale XE "Kentvale"  snowplane, already useful to the store business, turned out to be quite a blessing in emergencies. In the latter half of the winter of 1939, the snow was four feet deep. When an order of groceries and livestock feed was phoned in to the Kentvale Store, Cal was soon on his way to Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  via the St. Mary's River ice in his heavily loaded snowplane.

That winter the mail carrier was Alan McMinn. Carrying the mail from Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach he had to snowshoe, hauling the mail on a sled, from the Brown home on the U Line to the Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  Post Office, a distance of about five miles. We on the Q&R Line were completely snowed in and too sick with the 'flu' for a month to try and get out. But that is another (short) story.

Most horses were not used to motor vehicles yet and snow machines terrified them causing some “runaways”. When one of these motorised vehicles passed an elderly man in a horse-drawn cutter on the U Line, the horse, frightened and seeing no way of escape, dropped dead of a heart attack.

The Train

Did you know that there used to be a real train on St. Joseph Island? Mr. W. J. Smith XE "Smith" , then owner of the Stone Lumber Company in Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach, purchased it and brought it over from Bruce Mines (on the ice I believe). It had served the Bruce mining community as the “Nip and Tuck” Railway. I'm not sure when he put the railway in but he owned the mill from 1910. According to writings by Winnie Brayley, her husband, Austin, remembered seeing the train in 1915 on his way to school in Hilton Beach. 

The track reached from the mill in Hilton Beach through purchased right-of-ways, crossing the Base Line below Archibald's Hill, and the P Line several miles west of the Base Line and nearer to the Mountain XE "the Mountain" , and finally, up the side of the Mountain, south east of the P Line.

At the source its five or six cars were loaded up with logs from the skid-ways for the return trip to the mill. Mrs. Brayley writes that “Betsy”, as we called her, had to stop to give right of way at crossings. We must have missed our chance that day when my Dad had to stop the Model T Ford. We watched in wonder as Betsy whistled her way across the Base Line loaded with logs for the mill. We could hear her whistle at our home on the Q & R (East). We missed Betsy when she ceased to run, sometime around 1932. Her job had been taken over by logging trucks.

In some places it is still possible to see where the tracks ran, but I understand the rails were salvaged for scrap metal during the 1939 - 1945 war. 

Community

Public Schools

Did you know that there were 12 public schools in use on St. Joseph Island at the same time for about 17 years, and 11 of them for the next 15 years? Except for two they were one-room schools. That was before the Island School Boards were “pushed” to amalgamate during the 1950's. Consolidation into the multi-room St. Joseph Island Central School replaced the following: (some dates may not be accurate as some of my source materials vary slightly)

St. Joseph Township Schools

S.S.#1, the 3 room Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing"  School: 1890, burned in 1925, and rebuilt in 1926.

S.S.#2, C Line School: 1894-1950 replaced by Orrell Memorial School, 1950-1964.

S.S.#3, Harmony School: 1899-1965.

S.S.#4, Maple Hill School: 1906-1964

S.S.#5, I Line School: 1880's, replaced by brick school, 1934-1964.

Hilton XE "Hilton"  Township and Village Schools

Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach School: 1st room 1896, 2nd room 1926, closed in 1966,

S.S.#3, Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  School: (Stone School), 1907-1940.

S.S.#6, W Line School (Tin School): 1903-1961 or 62.
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S.S.#3, Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  School 

Jocelyn XE "Jocelyn"  Township Schools

S.S.# 1, Jocelyn XE "Jocelyn"  School: 1892-1957.

S.S.# 2, Mountain School: 1894-1952.

S.S.# 3, The French School: 1894-1925. This school was built to accommodate the population of French descent of the 1890's early 1900's era. No French language was taught.

S. S.# 4, Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  School: 1906-1956.
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S.S.#4, Tenby Bay School, 1911

Earlier log schools served various early pioneer communities. Probably the first was situated in the 1870's at Sailors Encampment XE "Sailors Encampment"  on the Rains' property. It is now located at the Museum XE "Museum"  Complex on the I Line. 

Other Schools 

· Cheer School: 10th Side Road and F&G

· Cedar Grove: in the Harmony area; 

· Rickley (Recollet?) Hall: in the original Hilton XE "Hilton"  Village site, probably in the 1870's; 

· 1st Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  School: 1887, Trainor XE "Trainor" 's Side Road

· First Mountain School: 1880, on 'Poverty Hill

· Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  Schools - one in the 1880's and the second, formerly a log school, in 1896.

S.S.# 1, Jocelyn XE "Jocelyn"  School: replaced an earlier log one, which later became the Moore family home.

Cemeteries

There are twelve cemeteries on St. Joseph Island. What might be the oldest is the one at Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  Point (Gaushkawaung Point) at Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven" . I regret never having seen the site even though my Grandparents lived near it. It was known as “The Old Indian XE "Indian"  Cemetery” and when my father was a boy, some of the Natives were still keeping the little houses on the graves supplied with food for the “departed” who could use it in another life. This was still in the 1800's. Some members of the French fur trading families were also buried there in the early days. There is a story of a Roman Catholic Priest, who worked among the Huron Indians having been buried there in the 1600's. 
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Another very old cemetery is the little one at Fort St. Joseph where members of the military (and family members) who died while stationed at the Fort in the late 1700/early 1800's, were buried. These two cemeteries, of course, have not had any new graves added to them for a very long time. There is a small Roman Catholic Cemetery on the U Line near the 5th Side Road where some Catholic Church XE "Church"  members of this end of the Island were buried in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s. There was a small log Church there too, but when the population moved away they abandoned it and it was later taken away and rebuilt as a home. The cemetery also, is unused today. The cemetery behind the Church of Mary at Sailors Encampment XE "Sailors Encampment" , which was originally Roman Catholic, now non-denominational, is an old one also. Some of the Rains family is buried there. 
Most of the following cemeteries were set-aside in the late 1800's and are still being used.

· Roman Catholic Cemetery at Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach;

· Grace United Church XE "Church"  Cemetery on the Hilton XE "Hilton"  Road west of Hilton Beach;

· Anglican Church XE "Church"  Cemetery on the Hilton XE "Hilton"  Road near Hilton beach:

· Anglican Church XE "Church"  Cemetery near the Huron Line in Jocelyn XE "Jocelyn"  Township;

· St. Joseph Township Cemetery on the 10th Side Road;

· Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  Cemetery on the 5th Side Road, which was originally Presbyterian but now owned by Municipality of Jocelyn XE "Jocelyn" ;

· Mountain Maple Grove Cemetery on the P Line, which began as a Methodist cemetery and is now managed by a board of concerned citizens under the “Umbrella” of the United Church XE "Church" .

Mail Delivery

Did you know that, before the mail delivery went to rural routes with only two distribution centres - Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing"  and Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach, there were several post offices on St. Joseph Island? There were several named communities on the Island and post offices took the name of these communities. They were operated by local families in their own homes.

According to Frank Crowder XE "Crowder" ’s memos, the first Jocelyn XE "Jocelyn"  Post Office was opened in 1881 by the Young XE "Young"  family at their home The Maples. Others that operated from slightly varying times were Carterton XE "Carterton" , Kentvale XE "Kentvale" , Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven" , Outlook, Sailors' Encampment, Sea Gull, and Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay" . These names were the actual mailing addresses of the people who lived in the communities. When rural mail delivery was put into effect in the early 1930's most of these post offices were soon closed. 

The Rex Gibbs XE "Gibbs"  family was the last to operate the Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  Post Office, and according to Laura Gibbs and Joyce MacKay, it closed in 1951. They believe it was the last rural post office on St. Joseph Island to close. After that the only mailing addresses for the Island were Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing"  and Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach. Rural Route numbers were added for outlying areas (Hilton Beach was previously named Marksville XE "Marksville"  and I have letters of my parents addressed to Marksville in the early 1920's).

At first, summer mail came by sailboat from Southern Ontario through Owen Sound to Bruce Mines. In the winter it came by dog team via Manitoulin Island. After 1887 it came by train. Passengers could travel by train by riding with the mail carrier to or from St. Joseph Island. According to the St. Joseph Island Pioneer, Baptiste Jondreau was one of the first to bring mail from Bruce Mines to the Island, using his sailboat in summer and horses on ice in winter. Russell remembers hearing that Mr. Bolt XE "Bolt"  Sr., grandfather of John Bolt (of the Island), carried the mail from Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach to the Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  Post Office by horse team. Mr. Bolt had to get up at 4:00 AM to give his horses time for breakfast and to arrive in Hilton Beach in time to catch the outgoing mail at 8.00 AM. (There weren't many slackers in those days).

Telephones

“I wish I had a telephone

With golden wires unfurled,

Long enough and strong enough

To reach around the world.

I'd call up everybody

Along the line and say

“I wish you a Merry Christmas

And a very happy day.”

This was a recitation for a school concert in the 1930's. The numerous fiber-optic wires that fill large cables today may be the “golden wires” that now “reach around the world”.

When Alexander Graham Bell invented the telephone in the 1870's it didn't take long for people to see its usefulness. St. Joseph Island was still sparsely settled, but the population quickly increased after 1877 and farms and homes dotted large areas of the Island. Islanders soon saw the advantages of the telephone in alleviating their isolation. Frank Crowder XE "Crowder"  tells us that his Uncle Heber Young XE "Young" , son of pioneer Christopher Young, was considering setting up a fire insurance to benefit the rural areas of Algoma, and in 1897 went to Toronto to look into the possibilities. What he found was almost as important. Toronto had the Bell phones but they were not extended into the rural areas. 

Two rural groups had set up their own private lines, the first in 1893. These were a boon to the rural people who were more isolated than the city people were. With telephones in their homes, communication was much quicker than by horse or on foot. Next Mr. Young XE "Young"  went to Chicago in search of more information about fire insurance. There he found he could purchase telephones for $5.00 less than in Toronto. He bought three of the Chicago telephones for $10.00 each and shipped them up to his father, Christopher Young.

Thomas McDermott supervised the installation of those phones by Albert Grexton XE "Grexton"  and Edgar Kent XE "Kent" , in the homes of Tom McDermott, Heber Young XE "Young"  and Humphrey Young. The Huron Line Telephone Company was formed, headed by Tom McDermott and Heber and Humphrey Young. It was thought to be the first rural line owned and operated by farmers. It extended along the Huron Line and into Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing" .

Mr. Humphrey Young XE "Young"  was sent to Ottawa to “set in motion legislation to force Bell Telephone Company to connect with them.” Emily Kent XE "Kent" , (Mrs. Fred Kent), of the first Kentvale XE "Kentvale"  Store operated the switchboard in her store. (Bentley Marie Egglesfield, in her book, The Kentvale Store, gives an interesting account of the first telephone line on St. Joseph Island. Also Mr. and Mrs. Bayliss wrote about it in their book, Historic St. Joseph Island.)

A Mr. MacClennan of the North Shore extended the cable from the Bell line, which followed the CPR, to join the Huron Line. A second switchboard was installed in Richards Landing.  XE "Richards Landing"  This was communications eagerly accepted by many around the turn of the century, (1900 -1901) If the Huron Telephone line was not the first rural, farmer owned line in Canada it may have been the second.

The telephone soon made its way into the homes at the south end of St. Joseph Island. In 1902 the 5th Side Road Telephone Company was formed. The late Miss Mary Hamilton of the U Line, in her history of the Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  area, written around 1938, states that they got the telephone in 1903. At about that time the sawmills were moved into Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  by the Murphy Lumber XE "Murphy Lumber"  Company and to Sterling XE "Sterling"  Bay by Pete Chesterfield XE "Chesterfield" . These mill communities increased the populations in each area considerably.

As far as I can tell, many of those people in the early days of the 20th Century took advantage of the availability of the telephone. My husband, Russell, doesn't remember who formed the 5th Side Road Telephone Company but he thinks Mr. Richard Prout XE "Prout"  would have played an important role in it. He does remember his mother, Mrs. Jim Adcock XE "Adcock" , telling him that at first, the Chesterfield XE "Chesterfield"  Mill people came to use the Adcock's phone.

Subscribers kept expenses low in those days by the doing the line maintenance themselves. A “work bee” would be organized for the men to go out and clear the line of tree branches and brush and make necessary repairs. Insulators were frequently damaged and had to be replaced. Subscribers paid a small annual fee, the funds from which were used to pay the switchboard operator and other expenses.

Russell remembers hearing that there were close to 20 subscribers on the line at one time. In the 1940's when Russell had the company books, there were still about 12. Mrs. Arken Eddy XE "Eddy"  of the Mountain XE "the Mountain"  operated the switchboard in her home for many years, connecting users with the switchboard in Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing" .

Many stories are told about those old party lines with their many subscribers, all of whose individual rings came into every home and people could hear their neighbour's conversations just by picking up their own receivers. This was called “rubbering” and was a favourite pastime of some lonely folk, in pre-radio days, hoping to catch some news. You didn't tell your secrets over the 'phone! When too many people were on the line rubbering at the same time, the line became weakened and it would be very difficult to get a message through.

I am at a loss as to who put the line in Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  and the U Line areas. Some of us present “old timers” think it must have been the Murphy Lumber XE "Murphy Lumber"  Company. (Whatever records exist for the telephone companies on St. Joseph Island, they are inaccessible to me at this time but I have prospects of more information to come.) I remember seeing a telephone in the hall of my grandmother's home at Milford Haven when I was very small, but it was not in use and I don't know why. 

There was a space of 10 years or more between the Murphy Lumber XE "Murphy Lumber"  Company operating the sawmill and Whichers taking it on around 1921. Marc Still XE "Still" , just four years older than I, says he does remember our grandmother's phone being used when he was very young, probably around 1920 or a little later. I had also heard that the Will Dunns on the Base Line had the phone but I don't remember when it was in use. 

Whichers and the two Browns on the U Line had telephones in use for as long as I can remember but I don’t know how many others did. The line followed the Base Line past the K Line until late in the 1930's when it was disconnected. The line from Whichers in Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  then continued west along the U Line to connect with the 5th Side Road line.

Alf Still XE "Still"  tells me that about the same time, Mr. Alfred Simons XE "Simons" , with the help of his sons, strung a line eastward, along the U Line right-of-way, through the bush to the W Line, so that he, his Mother and a couple of others could get on that line. I understand that the line from the U Line to Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  was discontinued when the Whichers moved out in 1945. Without the source of employment at the mill very few people remained there.

Just when the 5th Side Road Telephone Company became part of the St. Joseph Island Telephone System, we aren't sure. Russell and I lived in Sault Ste. Marie for 17 years. 

From the St. Joe Herald, Dec.21, 1899:

St. Joseph's Telephone - Before the last Provincial Election there was some action taken by the people of the Island in the way of asking for small grants from the Dominion and Provincial Governments. We had a promise from both members that we were likely to get the grants asked for. From that time we have heard nothing about it from the members. As the distance is short to the North Shore and a telephone at Port Findley and having no railway communications in the winter except on ice, we think it would be a very reasonable and proper thing to have a telephone (link or tie) to this Island. People outside have no conception of the benefit a telephone would be to us. We hope the people will take this matter up before the next General Election and not be put off with only a promise, but a fulfillment of that promise or a guarantee at least of a grant sufficient to cover the expense of putting a cable from this Island to the North Shore.

St. Joseph Islanders were busy putting telephone lines up into their homes and communities over the next few years. I haven't been able to find out when Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach got a line in but Norma Brownlee XE "Brownlee"  remembers that the first telephone in the Village was in her parent's home. It was there in the 1920's and was used for emergencies only. We do know that as late as the 1940's W.J. Smith XE "Smith"  of the Stone Lumber Company in Hilton Beach owned the line. The line linked up with the others at Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing" . Besides the one in his office the only other phones in the Village were in Albert Caufield XE "Caulfield" 's store, Thomas Steinburg XE "Steinburg" 's store and Stanley Hunt XE "Hunt" 's Hardware store. Mr. Hunt also operated a telegraph Service from his store.

Mrs. Brownlee XE "Brownlee"  told me that after World War II her brother Eddie Trainor XE "Trainor"  bought Mr. Hunt XE "Hunt" 's store and Mr. Smith XE "Smith" 's telephone line. More subscribers then came on the line and paid their fees to Mr. Trainor. Margaret McKay told me that Mr. Trainor paid a rental fee to the St. Joseph Island Telephone System until the System was sold in 1967. (Mrs. McKay was on the board of the St. Joseph Island Telephone System and was also one of the operators at Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing" .)

From the Sault Star, November 3, 1967:

At one minute past 12 last night Bell Telephone took over the St. Joseph Island Municipal Telephone System. The signing of all legal documents took place at the office of Derek Holder solicitor for the Township.
Changing Clothing 

People who live on St. Joseph Island know that they have to dress according to the seasons.  Our winters are cold and our summers hot, varied in degree, and the in-between seasons are usually milder.  However, the styles of dress and materials available have changed greatly over the years.  

Where natural fibres such as wool, cotton, linen and silk were once the main materials available for clothes, synthetics have been developed and some have been in use for over seventy years.  Outer garments were often made of fur for those who could afford them.  Footwear was usually made of leather.  In early pioneer days men often wore moccasins or the heavier shoepacks for working out of doors or walking.  When rubber footwear came on the market it soon found favour for winter and wet weather.

Early in the twentieth century women were still wearing ankle-length dresses and skirts.  Men wore the traditional suits with some variations.  In the “flapper” era of the 1920’s younger women followed the new trend of shapeless knee length dresses along with their new bobbed hair.  Most older women chose to wear their dresses a little below the knee. 

Men’s clothing changed about that time also. The suit was still the “Sunday best” but sportier wear was catching on.  Greys and navy were reserved for suits and pants but windbreakers in colours became popular.  Work and sport shirts took on colours.

Women started wearing pant-like clothes in the 1930’s.  The first were colourful and were called beach pajamas. Soon they were wearing slacks. They were cut more like men’s pants and in solid, dark colours at first. Now women had their dresses, skirts and blouses and pantsuits.  

Children’s clothing progressed also. Earlier, young boys wore short pants and stockings that met them just above their knees.  Sometime after they got into their “Teens”, they could wear long pants like their dads.  Girls wore little girl’s dresses until they were past twelve years of age, then they wore the same as their mothers wore.  Snow pants came on the scene during the “Thirties” and would have been a great boon for those of us who trudged through miles of snow, our skirts getting packed with ice and snow.  However, girls were not allowed to wear pants in school yet and anyone lucky enough to own a pair had to have a skirt on underneath and remove her snow pants in the cloakroom, before entering the schoolroom.

Tailor made clothing has been around for thousands of years for those who could afford them and for special items, but mass production in factories began only about fifty years before the mass production of cars. Such products were considered inferior until years later.

Most women learned to sew, either from their mothers, grandmothers or aunts, or from a correspondence course that was available. By the 1900’s most families owned a manually operated sewing machine; the newer ones were foot treadle powered. After 1940 with the coming of electricity, electric sewing machines gained popularity. Women sewed clothing for their children and sometimes for themselves and their husbands.  They knit the socks, stockings, sweaters and scarves. Hat making was a trade [millinery], as was dressmaking and shoe making [cobbler]. These skills were not generally applied on the Island.

As time moved on more clothing needs could be purchased in Sault Ste. Marie and St. Joseph Island folk would go there to shop.  However, the most convenient source for most of our needs was the mail order catalogue.  The T. Eaton Company went into business in 1869 in Toronto and the Robert Simpson Company followed in 1872.  Eatons had the first catalogue in 1884 and soon catalogues were being distributed all over Canada.

All sewing and knitting supplies and numerous other items could be purchased through the mail order catalogue. There was another source of knitting supplies for farmers who raised sheep.  There has long been a number of St. Joseph Island farmers who kept sheep.  They shipped their wool to the mills at Flesherton, Ontario to be sold.  They could have as much of it made into yarn for knitting as they wished.  If they wanted blankets they could also have some made there for their own use. 

Winter Weather

The weather on St. Joseph Island and area has varied greatly over the years.  Often people talk of the hard winters. It was not always so. The winter of 1877-78 was very mild.  The newly arrived families of pioneers saw ice form on the surrounding waters before Christmas, but it was gone by New Years day.  During that winter there were light snow flurries, but the snow was soon gone.  There was hardly any frost all winter.

The late Frank Crowder of the Mountain told of the snow that started in late February, 1923, and continued, storm after storm, until there was over twelve feet of snow on the Mountain.  It varied in depth over the Island that year.

I remember that in the mid 1930’s the snow was deep throughout November.  My sister Kathleen and I trudged through it for the whole three and a half miles to and from school (true).  Sometimes when we were walking home after a fresh fall of snow, there were no other tracks but ours from the morning.  The daylight on November days being short, the going in such an early winter was hard.  

In 1945 the snow was gone in early March.  As a result gardening at the south end of the Island began in March that year.  The next year the snow left just as early again, but a cold windy spring followed.  We saw snow on the first of June that year!  

There was another winter around 1950 when there was no snow for Christmas. We let the horses out of the barn for water and they took off across the fields as if it were summer.  Our green Christmases are not rare on the Island.

And so it goes, nothing is certain about the weather. 

W.I. Women’s Institute XE "Women’s Institute" 
“For Home and Country” is the motto of the Women's Institute. Its’ members strove for excellence in everything that concerned the home and family.

From 1884 the farm men had their own organization called the Farmer's Institute. It was an organization for the men to get together to exchange ideas for improving their farm operations and to learn the latest from science about the care and nutrition of their livestock. The rural homemakers, most of them farm women, had no such organization that they could turn to for help or education. Women were often living in isolated locations and too busy to get together even socially. Some of them began to think that they should have an organization such as the men had, to help one another and to learn from the latest developments in science. One of them, Mrs. Adelaide Hoodless, herself an educator, was spurred on to start promoting the idea of a women's organization when her baby, her youngest child of only 18 months, died from bad nutrition.

Because mothers had no opportunity to learn about nutrition and homemaking, as the men had about farming and rearing of livestock, she felt let down. She wanted young girls to have the necessary education to face their futures in homemaking. It wasn't easy to get the point across to some of the men folk. They felt threatened somehow. Time would be lost with the women running off to meetings. Also some of them feared losing their “housekeeper and hired hand” as their wives learned new ideas. Mrs. Hoodless had a male ally in Mr. Erland Lee who was President, at the time, of the Farmers Institute. His wife Janet Lee, enthusiastically supported her husband and Adelaide Hoodless. There were plenty of women eager to get involved; so the women's branch of the Institute was formed at Stoney Creek, Ontario, on February 19, 1897. The constitution was drawn up in the Erland Lee home. That home was later acquired by the Women's Institute and dedicated as a museum for the W.I..

The Women's Institute spread across Canada and to other countries. It is active all over the world - now under the name of “Associated Country Women of the World”, A.C.W.W. “For Home and Country” everywhere!

It wasn't long catching on, on St. Joseph Island. The first branch was formed at Carterton XE "Carterton" , (The Mountain), in 1902, disbanded in 1920 and reorganized in 1932. Kentvale XE "Kentvale"  and Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing"  followed in 1905; A Line and Sailors Encampment XE "Sailors Encampment"  in 1917, disbanded in 1920 and reorganized in 1925. Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  branch was formed in 1919, Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach in 1920 and Clover Valley in 1948.

Most of the above information was taken from Linda Ambrose’s new book, “For Home and Country, The Centennial History of the Women's Institutes of Ontario.” Not listed in her book are the Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  Branch, (St. Joseph Island), formed in 1924, and the W Line Branch, (also St. Joseph Island). I don't know when the W Line Branch was formed but it disbanded in the late 1930's. Some of the members then joined the Milford Haven Branch. There was an annual meeting of the St. Joseph Island District of the W.I., (which some years later, joined with the North Shore, due to fewer branches being still active on the Island), held in Milford Haven in 1939. Delegates from five other District of St. Joseph Island branches attended.

Some dedicated St. Joseph Island ladies who come to mind as having served as District Presidents, some of them many times, are Mrs. Wm. Trainor XE "Trainor" , (Mabel), Mrs. Percy Kent XE "Kent" , Mrs. Archie Smith XE "Smith" , and Mrs. Clifton Coulter. I understand Mrs. Tom Murdock (Gail) and Mrs.Paul Rowe (Dawn) have served as Presidents of the District of Algoma - North Shore. (I would be interested to hear if there have been other St. Joseph Islanders who have also held the office of District President).

The W.I. branches provided courses in nutrition, stitchery, millinery and education in better ways of home making and childcare, as well as legal and financial affairs. It was not just an organization for women to gather socially. The branches provided Cod Liver Oil for school children and sent them to dental and goiter clinics. In this goiter belt, goiter tablets were supplied to schoolchildren. Later, dulce, (a seaweed) replaced Goiter Tablets on the recommendation of Dr. Trefry XE "Trefry"  who had set up his practice on the Island in the 1930's.

During both World Wars W.I. members worked constantly to try to improve the conditions for the men at the “Front”. They knit socks, sweaters, and scarves, made up dressings for the military hospitals and packed parcels of “goodies”, all to be mailed to the Armed Forces overseas.

The branches tried many ways to ear funds for their work.. They held bake sales and bazaars, made quilts, operated booths at picnics, held concerts and fairs. They also put on field days.

Mrs. Arthena Hecker of St. Joseph Island has been President Elect of the Federated Women's Institutes of Ontario for nearly two years now. She has been busily preparing to take office in this year of the W.I. centennial, 1997 in November.

There is a long list of improvements for the quality of life, which the W.I. helped to bring about by lobbying governments and agencies.

Over the years, “Women's Institutes have been responsible for lobbying governments and other agencies in an effort to improve the quality of life for all Canadians. The Women's Institute was instrumental in getting the following accepted:

· wrapped bread

· red stripes removed from bacon packages

· garments labeled regarding quality

· fowl graded for sale

· hot lunches in schools

· pasteurized milk

· sale of mineral-based detergents banned

· T. B. tests for persons dispensing food

· staples abolished on packages of food products (1964)

· poison containers clearly marked

· music included in school curriculums (1937)

· white lines painted on centre of Provincial Highways

· fluorescent paint on side of railway cars for better night visibility at rural R.R. crossings

· “STOP” signs at R.R. crossings

· regulations regarding dimming car head lights

· breathalyzer and blood tests of certain motorists

· car owners purchase P.L Insurance before license

· law mandatory for traffic to stop for school buses (1962)

· International Peace Garden (220 acres on the Manitoba - North Dakota border) 1935

· hospitalization benefits to all Nursing Homes.

· course of Household Science at MacDonald Institute

· MacDonald Institute at the University of Guelph began as a result of the W.I. headed by Mrs. John Hoodless

· war memorials

· war services for example: Red Cross

· dental and medical inspections in schools

· educational short courses

· scholarships and bursaries

· sex education in schools (1945)

· 4H Homemaking Clubs.

· rural libraries

· support of Junior Women's

· community halls

· restoration of cemeteries

· legal marriage age at 16 (with parental consent)

· Sponsor a Child programs

· Tweedsmuir Community History Books

· preservation of the Adelaide Hoodless Homestead at St. George (F.W.I.C.)

· Erland Lee Home at Stoney Creek (F.W.I.O.)

· Letter Friends and Exchange programs began 1941 through A.C.W.W.

The Boy’s Camp

Did you know that there was a camp for older boys at Sterling XE "Sterling"  Bay from 1930 to 1937? It was called the Mississaugi Boys Camp XE "Boys Camp" . They had previously camped on the Mississaugi River for several summers, but the Sterling Bay site became a permanent one.

Mr. Herb Twining XE "Twining"  of Ann Arbor, Michigan already had a camp for younger boys at Birch Lake, Michigan. In 1930 he purchased the Sterling XE "Sterling"  Bay property from Nels Espeland XE "Espeland" , who then became the caretaker. This property had years earlier been the saw-mill community of Mr. Pete Chesterfield XE "Chesterfield"  and consisted of four two-story homes and a store. The store became the camp’s storehouse. The site is bounded on one side by Sterling Bay and on the other by Whiskey Bay XE "Whiskey Bay" . 

The camp had a well-equipped kitchen and a large dining hall with two large tables to seat about 30 people. It was staffed with a cook, Mr. Jack Whitely, from the Bruce Mines area. Mr. Lloyd Melville was the guide from Rydall Bank, and Louis Anderson, a local, was the truck driver and handyman. The first camp manager was a Mr. Pierre Pulling who lived at the camp with his wife and young son.

The camp was equipped with 15 freighter canoes each 16 feet in length and a stake truck for their land transportation. While in camp, the boys, 16 years old and over, practiced baseball and played against the big boys of Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach. The big experience every summer was a long canoe trip. Every summer they canoed to James XE "James"  Bay. One summer they canoed to Michipicoten Island. Another exception was when they chartered a boat to Hudson Bay and the islands north of Hudson Bay.

The Mississaugi Boys Camp XE "Boys Camp"  came into being during the Great Depression XE "Depression" . As the depression dragged on many of the well-to-do Americans were not so well off anymore and fewer enrolled for camp. Mr. Twining XE "Twining"  was forced to close it in 1937. Mr. Espeland XE "Espeland"  died in 1937 and Russell Adcock XE "Adcock"  was caretaker for the property until 1946. During the 1950’s the buildings and contents were severely vandalized. The property was eventually purchased by developers who made it into the Sterling XE "Sterling"  Bay Estates Subdivision. 

The Depression XE "Depression"  Years

Years of drought on St. Joseph Island coincided with the years of The Depression of the 1930’s.  During these years the scarcity of marketable fish, plus the low prices hit the commercial fishing business hard, which was an important trade around the Island. 

Russell's family depended mostly on commercial fishing for their livelihood in those days. They marketed their fish through Mr. Ed Sims at Detour, Michigan who sold to the best market, which was the United States. During the depression, prices dropped drastically. Later new customs regulations caused too many problems for the Adcocks when two trips to Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach were necessary to clear the papers for each shipment. They then started shipping directly by train from Desbarats to markets in Montreal and New York. Prices continued to drop so low, that they barely covered shipping expenses. 
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Louis Adcock on his fishing boat in Whiskey Bay 

At the same time trout and whitefish populations almost dropped out of existence. Russell has always wondered why the disappearance of the fish coincided with the world depression. Some blamed the coming of the smelts during that time. Some blamed the lamprey eels. Russell's father discontinued fishing in 1936. Timbering in the winter was bringing in most of the income. When they had to pay “stumpage” they received $4.00 a cord for pulpwood and 25c a piece for hewed cedar ties, delivered to the shore. The latter were required for railroad building or replacement. A small herd of cattle and sheep helped supplement the income. Russell's father died in 1937.

In the south and southeast areas of St. Joseph Island most people fenced their crops and allowed their cattle to roam and find pasture wherever they could. Russell's family always had a good but small field of hay to feed the horses. The great Hay Marsh provided wild, nutritious, but not fattening hay, on which the cattle were fed. Normally, farmers south of the Mountain XE "the Mountain"  could count on farmers on the northwest side to have hay to sell when they ran short. At least one summer, when sun-baked clay farms at the north end of the Island failed to produce hay, some farmers came south of the Mountain to buy hay from one family, whose farm near the shore had produced a bumper crop. Others in desperation cut wild hay at the north end of the Hay Marsh. 

There were people off the Island, who, during the depression, had lost their jobs and their homes and took up residence wherever they could. Vacant houses on St. Joseph Island, some long neglected, became home to some destitute people. Russell remembers vaguely an older man who came to this area, “down and out” and settled in an abandoned shack. He thinks neighbors helped him to survive. He remembers that he went about trying to sell his home made soap. The man was an immigrant to Canada and little was known of his background.

I remember a family who came to my neighborhood from Windsor where the father had worked in the Ford car factory before the stock market crash. They had had to sell most of their possessions before coming to the Island. The man would walk miles to work for anyone who could hire him for $1.00 a day. 

These are just a couple of examples of those who took refuge on St. Joseph Island during the depression. Those who owned and lived on farms usually had plenty to eat of meat, eggs and vegetables. We did not suffer from lack of food but it was harder to find money for other necessities.
Men eagerly took roadwork jobs, or any other jobs, for a little cash. The lumber mills sustained a number of families - W.J. Smith XE "Smith" 's at Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach and the Whicher XE "Whicher"  Lumber Company at Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven" . It was St. Joseph Island's bountiful forests that saved many Islanders from the “dire straits” that people in the western provinces suffered. Even those with small wood lots could have their own fuel. Storekeepers, also suffering from the hard times, would carry customers’ credit over winter until pay for the winter’s bush work came in.

Lack of rain was a serious problem on the Island. I don't remember when the shortage began; it seemed to coincide with the depression years. My first realization of the problem came in the early 1930's when we had a winter with little snow and spring came with no rain. That worried the adults. During the following years we saw the rain storms pass by on either side of the Island, seeming to follow the river. It was 1938, the year my mother died, before we got enough rain to see better crops coming. Even that had been a very hot summer. My father tried to stay with his small farm but it was hard as the light soil and lack of rain caused crop failures. 

In earlier years I remember threshers, sometimes Coulters, at other times Hartens, coming to thresh our grain. Dad took it to Mr. Owen's gristmill in Richards landing to be chopped for pig feed. At first the trip to Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing"  was made with the horses and wagon, a distance of about 16 miles, and later with the Model T Ford. The last threshing took only half a day.

By this time grasshoppers were stripping the heads off grain that had grown only half as high as it should have. Corn did well on our land and was good for the cattle but my father would have to go with the team and sleigh, across the ice to the North Shore, in late winter, to buy more hay. As a result we didn't keep much livestock. Our 2 or 3 milk cows were fenced in along with the younger animals while the steers were free to roam until almost time to go to market. By fall a 2-year-old steer might bring $25 or $30. 

Again it was the bush that produced most of the needed dollars to buy what we didn't grow. First the pulpwood and a few cedar railroad ties from the swamp, were delivered by horses and sleigh, to the shore at Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach, more than 4 miles away. Dad next turned to the hardwood around the start of the depression, and cut firewood for sale. That brought $1.50 a cord so a hundred cords or more of that would help get us through another year on the farm. 

There was more manual labour in those days and some men would get a week or two of roadwork. I remember my father got what was called Statute Labour to pay his property taxes. That was cutting brush along the roadsides. I was in elementary school during those days; too young to go out doing housework, though some girls did at age 13. I had plenty to do at home. As children, we really didn't realize we were deprived of anything. Life was good in the country on St. Joseph Island. 

Garden of Algoma

Market Gardening

St. Joseph Island has been called the “Garden of Algoma”. The waters surrounding the Island have a moderating effect, giving it a Zone 4b climate. T. N. Molesworth, provincial land surveyor, when reporting his findings in 1855, recommended encouragement of settlement. He reasoned that provisions produced here could supply the needs of then operating and future mining areas north of Lake Superior and Lake Huron. More recently most kinds of vegetables could be and were grown here but there were no large markets on or near the Island for them. 

In the early days a few enterprisers living near the shipping channels supplied boats with vegetables and other farm products. At the Sailors Encampment XE "Sailors Encampment"  the Rains family supplied the boats. The Arken Eddy XE "Eddy"  family lived near Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach, at the corner of Hilton Road and the Base Line. They were industrious farmers who, in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s, supplied the boats that docked at Hilton Beach with garden produce as well as meat and dairy products. Years later the Fred Lemke family sold vegetables from this same farm to the many people who populated the shore properties in summer. Other gardeners sold to the tourists.

During the 1920’s or earlier, produce was taken to Sault Ste. Marie on Percy Kent XE "Kent" 's boat from the K Line dock. Mrs. Carl Young XE "Young"  of Sunset Point used to travel around the Island buying up whatever farmers and gardeners had to sell and taking it on Mr. Kent's boat to Sault Ste. Marie. The merchants would meet the boat there and buy what they needed from her. I remember Mrs. Young coming to my home on the Q & R, but we didn't have any surplus vegetables at the time to sell. Fresh corn was in demand, but the growing season on the Island was too short for the favourite Golden Bantam, and on our farm even the next best, which were Longfellow and Yellow Dent, field or fodder corns, never made it to the eating stage before frost.

I remember hearing that Mr. Harry Bishop XE "Bishop" , who lived on another corner of the Base Line and Hilton XE "Hilton"  Road, was talking of the need for a canning factory on the Island to preserve the garden produce. I don't know what happened to that idea, but I suppose it was dropped due to the discouraging years of drought during the 1930’s. As transportation improved with more people owning cars and the car ferries in place to get them off the Island, a few people started taking their produce to a designated market place in Sault Ste. Marie in the 1930’s. That was the Farmers' Market and was situated on the parking lot of the city bus terminal at Queen and Dennis Streets. This became a busy market place with several rows of vendors lined up to sell their produce. 

It was necessary to be there before daylight as the early-bird customers started coming to shop from daybreak on. It was in the Sault Star “50 years ago” column that in October 1943 Louis Adcock XE "Adcock"  had a load of potatoes at the Farmers' Market which was sold out before daylight!

A number of market gardeners specialized in corn and apples. Those who come to mind were from the Mountain XE "the Mountain" : Frank Crowder XE "Crowder" , Ray Connell XE "Connell" , the Gapp brothers and Walter Haight. When these products were in season the race was on to be first at the Farmers' Market and hold a forward position to catch the customers. They may never get to the back row! What wasn't sold at the market was toted around to the stores all over the city until it was sold. At the peak of the season there was often a surplus to be brought home. At this time the merchants would take advantage of the growers and buy their corn at very low prices. It was then in the 1940’s that the corn growers of St. Joseph Island formed a Corn Growers' Association to hold the price of corn at a fair level. 

When Louis Adcock XE "Adcock"  and Russell started into market gardening in 1937 the drought years were not yet over, but in 1938 more rain fell and their ventures were more successful. Both specialized in green peas, green beans, cucumbers and sweet corn. They also sold apples, sometimes for other growers who didn't go to market. Green peas were good sellers and the Adcocks hit the market early with them, as, being on the sunny side of the mountain and having light land, they got them planted early.

In 1945 the snow was gone earlier than usual and word got around that Russell had planted his peas in March. That was hard to believe for some people at the other end of the Island, but it was true. Many bushels of cucumbers went to market in September. The children were off to school again and their mothers got into the pickle making.

Corn

Until the corn hybridizers brought out the new sweet corn varieties, some St. Joseph Island growers sold field corn. These were Longfellow and Yellow Dent. The real corn lovers enjoyed them. At my home we grew a very short season variety of Indian XE "Indian"  corn, which was eaten fresh if picked at the right time. It was not sweet and ripened very quickly.

Russell was the first on the Island to grow and market a hybrid sweet corn in 1939. The customers liked it and other growers soon switched to the hybrid varieties. The first was called Spancross, a small but deliciously sweet corn. Other varieties of hybrid sweet corn soon followed but not all were early enough to beat the frost on St. Joseph Island. St Joseph Island is famous for its sweet corn. It is a good way for anyone with the time to grow it to make a few dollars.

Through the years from 1950 to 1967, my dad, who was retired in 1950 at age 70, had his little home and garden on a corner of our property on the Fourth Concession. He had a roadside stand at his gate and sold vegetables, corn, raspberries and gladioli. He was so pleased when one summer in the 1960’s he took in $300!

Apple Growing On St. Joseph Island

There is a history of apple growing on St. Joseph Island. The following is a clipping that I took from the Sault Star’s Fifty Years Ago news column many years ago.  It was originally in the news about 1925:

“Quite a lot of apple and other fruit trees will be planted at Tenby Bay this spring.  Among the many who have placed orders with Dave Tait at St. Joe Nurseries are Johnson and Silvertsons, H. Gilbertson, O. Sundby, H. Michelson,  I. Mickelson, H. Hendrikson, Bergens and Espelands, and others.  They are prophesying that in time practically every acre on St. Joe will be planted.”

Hundreds of bushels of apples yearly were sold from the Island especially from the mountain. We heard that some people from Southern Ontario had commented that they had better colour and flavour than those grown farther south. With the arrival of the “Railroad Worm” or Apple Maggot around 1950 a losing battle began. Add to that the more recent huge increase in the deer population. We have had hungry deer coming into our Island orchards and gardens as never before. Young fruit trees don’t stand a chance!

Our Zone 4b climate is not conducive to growing some of the more popular apples but we could have some good ones. Mr. David Tait was a nurseryman who lived on the Mountain on the Island for many years.  He experimented with hardy fruit trees.  He imported some from Russia as well as from the northern states of the United States, and he sold nursery stock to growers on St. Joseph Island.  Some of his stock went farther north and to the western provinces.
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Apple orchard on Fourth Concession 

There was considerable interest in apple production here on the Island.  I think the larger orchards were on the Mountain and the mountain slopes.  Many other Islanders had a few fruit trees on their property, mostly apple trees.  Many people had two or more pear trees.  They were Tait numbered varieties such as Tait # 2 or Tait #3.  Plums were not generally a success. Montmorency cherries did well in a very few locations on the Island.

Mr. and Mrs. Solberg had quite a large apple orchard on their farm on the 4th concession, formerly the James Bolt farm, in the 1920’s.  It produced many very good apples before the Apple Maggot invaded the Island.

In the Kaskawan area there was the Pink’s orchard.  Mr. John Pink was the owner and his interest in it seems to have been as a hobby.  I remember my Dad, Ben Garside, and Mr. Pink discussing apple varieties.  Both were interested in trying to find hardy apple trees that would produce good apples that would keep through the winter.

In our small orchard at home Dad had a row of eight or ten McMann White apple trees.  We enjoyed them for eating and cooking. They produced a good crop every year that would keep in the cellar until almost the middle of winter. Dad didn’t go to the Farmers’ Market in Sault Ste. Marie himself but sometimes someone would come around and buy a few bushels of those apples to take to market. They sold well in Algoma, but not being red apples, they would not have been popular where there were more choices. 

In other rows of trees in our orchard we had an assortment of varieties.  Among them were Transparents, Charlemoffs, Winter St. Lawrence, Milwaukees, Pewaukees, (very tart), Whitney Crabs, Siberian Crabs, one Alexander and Hibernals.  The Hibernals were not good eating but they did make good pies and they would keep until after Christmas. Whenever and wherever apples were scarce they were at least satisfying. Our pears from two trees were Tait varieties and quite good eating but the trees were not heavy producers.

Some other apples that were grown on the Island were Melbas, Wolf Rivers, Duchess, Wealthys, Russetts, Gideons, Livelands, and McIntosh, to name a few.  There were also several Tait and Crowder varieties.  A Spy apple from the Island won first prize at a World’s Fair many years ago.

Some growers who took apples to the Farmers’ Market in the Sault were Frank Crowder, Ray Connell, Walter Haight, the Gapp brothers and Nelsons, all of whom lived in the Mountain area.  Louis and Russell Adcock bought apples from smaller growers to take to market along with their garden produce.  Russell tells of buying apples from my Aunt Lila Still.  He got 20 bushels from her large Wolf River tree one year. What he didn’t sell on market he would sell to grocery stores in the Sault and area.  One well-known grocer in the Sault found the large Wolf River apples so attractive that he directed Russell to pile them in his front window.

Most of the apples grown here were only for the local market - that is, Sault Ste. Marie and farther north, where apples were quite scarce. Since the arrival of the Apple Maggot we have had to be satisfied with apples that came from great distances, and they don’t compare well in flavour with the ones that we used to grow here on the Island.  However, there are many factors to be considered, proper rebuilding of our soils, careful choices of apples to suit our tastes and that of the buying public. Corn Hill Nurseries in New Brunswick is in the same Zone 4 growing climate as we are and can supply some of the same Heritage varieties that we once grew here.

The late Harold E. Crowder of the Mountain wrote a little booklet called “Apples on The Mountain: Experiments, 1968 to 1988”.  He had researched thoroughly and had visited a number of apple growing areas in Canada, the United States and England. Anyone interested in growing apples on St. Joseph Island would find a wealth of information on apples and apple growing, particularly on the Mountain, if a copy of Mr. Crowder’s little book could be found.

Its not easy growing apples here any more. Deer can be fenced out of gardens and orchards but at considerable expense.  The Apple Maggot is the most difficult to control because of so many apple trees that are growing wild from seed scattered by birds and animals.  They are growing in unattended woods and fields.  Bears can wreck apple trees also while harvesting the fruit. Our son Grant has fenced in a few young apple trees so that the deer cannot get at them but along came a moose and nipped the top branches off!  Several people set out trees around 1990.  They were winter-killed during the winter of 1993/94 which was called the coldest winter on record.  So go the hopes of many.

Cheese Products

There used to be cheese factories on St. Joseph Island. I have spoken with several people about them, but am still short on details. Mr. Jim Reed XE "Reed"  told me that his parents, Mr. and Mrs. George Reed, started up and operated one at Hamilton's Bay, on the east side of the Island. That was when they were first married in the 1890’s. He also told me that his mother won a prize with her cheese at the Chicago World Fair! This was quite an achievement for a St. Joseph Islander so long ago. However, no one seems to remember hearing how many years that factory was in operation or why it closed. Alf Still XE "Still"  remembers well the buildings: the cheese factory, a house and a barn. It was accessible by water, but there had been a road cut through the bush to it from the W Line just north of the Hamilton Bay Road. 
Over the years it has been a home and a summer home, repaired and altered. The name “Cheese Johnny” was well remembered, but I had difficulty finding his family name. This morning Mr. Reed XE "Reed"  told me it was Plentiman. (I may not have spelled it correctly) Apparently he had 3 cheese factories on the Hilton XE "Hilton"  Road at one time or another, the main one having been on the corner of the 16th Side Road and the Hilton Road. All of these failed due to an inadequate supply of milk in the area. He had a much larger one near the corner of the F&G and the A Line- Mrs. Margaret McKay remembers her Uncle Wilf Gilroy gathered the milk from the farmers and delivered it to the cheese factory by horses and wagon. That factory operated during the 1st World War years but Mrs. McKay doesn't remember for how many years.

Brandon House

St. Joseph Island also had a creamery for many years. The Brandon House, which was built in Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing"  as a hotel in 1868, was purchased by two men, Mr. Tookey and Mr. Burton, of Sault Ste. Marie in 1920. They opened the creamery and later sold it to Model Dairy in 1925. Hector Nelson and Frank Crowder XE "Crowder"  remember that Joe Chambers, an employee of Model Dairy, operated the Island creamery. Lyle Rains was the butter-maker.

In 1935, Mr. J.S. Tranter XE "Tranter" , whose operation of the “upper ferry”, the Magic Carpet, had been taken over by the Ontario Government that year, purchased the building and reopened the creamery under the name of St. Joe Island Creamery. His butter-maker at first was a Mr. Legault from Sudbury. Hector Nelson told me that he started a freight bus that year and transported the butter to Sault Ste. Marie for the creamery.

I remember that during the late 1930's, Mr. Clyde Cumming of Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing" , drove the truck to pick up the cream from all over the Island. He came as far as Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  to pick some up from my Grandmother Garside XE "Garside"  and Aunt Nellie. Aunt Nellie, who passed away peacefully in her 104th year on October 28th, 1997, had a small herd of cattle and a good cream separator that turned out nice thick cream. When Russell and I lived on the farm near here in the late 1940's and early 1950's we also sold cream to the St. Joseph Island Creamery. There were more people farming on the Island in those days.

In the 1940's, Emerson Smith XE "Smith"  went away and took a butter-making course and he was the butter-maker until the creamery was sold to the Co-Operative Creamery at Bruce Station.

According to Sharon Nelson, who very kindly lent me her book, which contains her interview with Mrs. Stan Tranter XE "Tranter"  during her grade eight year, the creamery was sold in 1955. to Algoma Co-Op Creamery at Bruce Mines. Perry Coulter told me that when the Algoma Co-Op purchased the St. Joe Island Creamery they bought all the wrappers for the well-known high grade St. Joseph Island Butter and continued to use them for as long as they were in operation. They continued to buy St. Joseph Island cream as well.The Brandon House - turned - creamery building was torn down in the summer of 1968. 

Entertainment

Entertainment

While the early pioneers on St. Joseph Island suffered many hardships, they did make most of their own entertainment. There were no radios until the 1920's and television didn't reach this far until the 1950's. Even the phonograph was not invented until the late 1800's and few people could afford them until years later. House parties were held in the winter and people walked or came in sleigh loads to them. Some, mostly the young men, came from different communities, sometimes walking for many miles. Someone with a fiddle or a harmonica was all that was needed to get a square dance going. If floors were not suitable for dancing, card and board games made for a jolly evening.

When I was young I heard that there used to be horse races held on the ice on the North Channel in the Hilton XE "Hilton"  area. I think that was with single driving horses hitched to the cutters that were used for outings. Someone else might have a better understanding of what those races were like. Hector Nelson told me that there used to be horse racing on the Marks property on top of the hill. 

My father (Ben Garside XE "Garside" ) told me that in winter he would race his team of drivers and sleigh against others on the way to town (Winter roads were sometimes better than at other times of the year in those days.) Horses would be adorned with coloured tassels on their harnesses and bells that tinkled merrily in the frosty air. I came along too late to see any of that fun.

Barn raisings were occasions for people to get together and help a neighbour, with the possibility of a dance on the new barn floor to follow. Christmas concerts were eagerly attended at the schools and were sometimes followed with a dance. School picnics at the close of the school year were family events also and, if space was available, a game of ball would be played with as many as wished joining in.

As the communities grew and organized, Church XE "Church"  groups and the Women’s Institute XE "Women’s Institute"  held fundraisers such as Harvest Suppers, Box Socials and Strawberry Socials. Social evenings held in different homes at intervals of about two weeks, weather permitting, helped to pass the winters. Quilting parties, where again, something useful was accomplished, were held in different homes and some ladies walked for miles to do the quilting and visit. Walking was a common form of locomotion and people thought nothing of walking for miles to shop or visit a neighbour.

As halls were built in some communities on St. Joseph Island, dances and harvest suppers were held in them. Those at Kentvale XE "Kentvale" , the Mountain XE "the Mountain"  and Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach are well remembered for these. At some of the dances the young men who didn't dance amused themselves with some friendly sparring out of doors. At Hilton Beach some fellows could be counted on to engage in serious combat and the hall would quickly clear as many of the crowd rushed outside to see who was coming out best.

There were the storytellers, mostly men who moved about among the neighbours and sometimes, even communities, carrying the news (gossip), or just “spinning yarns”, as they called the greatly exaggerated or fabricated stories. Some of these stories got stretched quite long for the amusement of the listeners. One of them goes as follows: (I shall omit names to “protect the innocent”) An elderly man bought his first car and driving down the 5th Side Road, failing to make the curve, headed for Loch Rains, miraculously missing trees en route, until he got the car stopped. So much is true but the story continues. Instead of getting the car stopped he drove into the lake and came out on the other side with a load of turtles.

In another case a man was following a moose in the lake with his boat when he decided that instead of shooting the moose in the water he would lasso it and have it pull him to shore. This way he could shoot it on shore and that would save him having to haul it out of the water. But the moose struck out through the bush with him in tow in the boat. End of story? Not quite. The moose was seen later coming out of the bush with a calf in the boat. Of course these stories vary every time they are told.

There wasn't much in the way of outside entertainment coming to the Island in the early days. My father told me of an event that was enjoyed by the people of Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven" , the U Line and the W line. The Roman Catholic Priest, Father Richard, (who may still be fondly remembered by some St Joseph Islanders) showed lantern slides in the old log school on Trainor XE "Trainor" 's Side Road. In later years I remember such plays as Uncle Tom's Cabin and the Swiss Bell Ringers coming to Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach.

School Fairs

School fairs used to be annual events years ago. Not many people remember them now. On St. Joseph Island the fairs were held in Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing"  and Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach. They were held in September and throughout the district the dates rotated over the four weeks, from year to year. The Hilton Beach, W. Line, Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  and Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  schools took part in the one that was held in Hilton Beach, in the old town hall.

In the spring we received the prize lists from the Department of Agriculture and we each could order a packet of vegetable seeds and one of flower seeds, according to those listed for our class, (Later called grades.) They were free to us from the Department of Agriculture. Older children remembered being given a setting of eggs also, but then came the Great Depression XE "Depression"  and I suppose that caused the “cut-back”. Children could choose either a dual purpose breed, Barred Plymouth Rock, or the egg laying breed, White XE "White"  Leghorn, names which, due to crossing and hybridizing, are not familiar anymore.

There were classes for handwriting, drawing and essays. These were completed at school prior to school closing in June. As I remember, they were entered in the fair by the school teachers. Besides the classes for vegetables and flowers were classes for pressed wild flowers, pressed leaves and wood specimens, all to be labeled. Field grains were also exhibited. There were exhibits of woodworking, sewing ,knitting and baking. The baking entries of bran muffins, oatmeal macaroons, tea biscuits, sugar cookies and fudge were to be made from the recipes given in the prize lists.

Outside the hall the cages for poultry sat along the edge of the grounds and the young calves were tethered near by. While the judging was taking place in the hall, races took place out of doors. The children competed in foot races, sack races and relay races. When the hall opened all raced in to see whether they had won prizes. Agricultural Representative, Mr. James XE "James"  MacIntosh, was there to explain to all who were interested, why certain vegetables were worthy of prizes and why some were not. Uniformity in exhibits was always stressed. Our School Inspector, Mr. Walkom, was there to congratulate exhibitors who had done especially well. The T. Eaton Company donated good books for prizes to those who had won the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd, highest number of points.

Most children and some parents took these fairs seriously and the hall was always well filled with exhibits. The closest we have to those fairs now, on St. Joseph Island, is the one which is sponsored by the Jocelyn XE "Jocelyn"  Township Recreation Committee and is part of the Harvest Festival, held on the Labour Day week-end.

For a few years agricultural fairs were held at Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing"  but were discontinued, I believe in the 1950’s due to lack of interest and most likely, a dwindling number of farms in operation. Exhibitors could then enter in the Bruce Mines Agricultural Fair.

Since writing about the school fairs, I have received the information from the family of the late Archibald Stanley Smith XE "Smith" , that he was the person who inaugurated the school fairs in Algoma.

Mr. Smith XE "Smith" , who was a graduate of the Agricultural College of Guelph, was the Agricultural Representative for the District of Algoma from 1911 until 1917, when he received an appointment to Superintendent of the Dunbar Agricultural School in Michigan.

While in Algoma Mr. Smith XE "Smith"  worked to improve the strains of livestock and the quality of farm products. To this end he taught courses in Agricultural in Sault Ste. Marie to anyone interested who was over the age of 14. Following his appointment in Michigan, he and Mrs. Smith, who had taught school in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, settled with their young family, on a farm at Sailors Encampment XE "Sailors Encampment"  on St. Joseph Island. 

My thanks to Maridel Crawford-Brown a granddaughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. A. S. Smith XE "Smith"  for answering the questions of “Who started the school fairs?”

Concerts

When Christmas is not far off, memory turns to a time when radio was not in every home and “television” sounded like something in an “impossible dream”. A concert in which many could participate and others could enjoy on the entertainment committee. Concerts brought excitement to a community. The school concert was a regularly held annual event with a Christmas tree and a gift exchange by the students. We drew names and each student, brought a gift for whoever’s name was drawn.

My Dad’s cousin, Dolly Ward XE "Ward" , must have been the concert organizer. She was quite an energetic organizer. She knew that my Mother could sing and she drove all the way to our home to talk her into doing Swiss songs with yodeling for the concert. My Mom had often led singing but she had never sung in front of an audience, so she was very reluctant. However, Dolly wouldn't take “no” for an answer so my Mother ended up singing two of her Swiss songs complete with yodels.

Well I thought it was a great concert, but as I was only 12 years old my opinion wasn't worth much. (I still think it was good entertainment.) The Institute ladies were invited to put their concert on in Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach so they did it all over again.

Another event put on by the Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  W.I. was the Novelty Fair, where the ladies put their needlework on display for competition. It was judged and small prizes were awarded. Again there was some entertainment by local people. Dolly Ward XE "Ward"  saw to that. She talked Mother and my Aunt Marjorie Garside XE "Garside"  into singing a duet. My Mom translated one of her Swiss songs into English, wrote the music for it and they sang it, my Mother doing the yodeling. They sang without instrumental accompaniment. (Singing was taught in school in Switzerland, also in England where Aunt Marjorie came from.)

Every child had at least one part to play. They took part in a play, sang a song, said a recitation or a monologue. Drills were performed and done well, they were pretty to watch. Of course there was the singing of Christmas carols and other Christmas songs.

Our concerts were always held in the school, the Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  School. Russell remembers that sometimes the Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  School concerts were held in the Tenby Bay Church XE "Church" . He remembers one incident that caused some excitement, especially for the children. Someone was using a small Indian XE "Indian"  pony to haul in a large Christmas tree. The teacher thought the pony should pull the tree through the doorway into school but when he tried he lost his footing on the hardwood floor. That plan had to be abandoned. The tree was then shortened and hauled in by hand.

At the W Line School where Sunday School was held there were Sunday School concerts. More young adults would participate in this one.

Usually by the time of the Christmas concerts, whatever automobiles there were in the communities were laid up for the winter. The roads were not ploughed. People turned out in their horse-drawn rigs or walked if it wasn't too far.

Another concert that I remember was one put on by the Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  Branch of the Women's Institute. That was in December 1933. The young people and some adults of the community took part in that one. There were plays and dialogues as well as singing. Jenny Whicher XE "Whicher"  and Alec Brown, with their trained voices, were always popular and generously contributed to most events, either solos (Jenny played guitar also) or in duets. But this time others were called on to sing. “I'm Forever Blowing Bubbles” was performed on three (or four) teeter-totters, a singer on each end, holding lots of coloured balloons on strings. I thought it was beautiful. It was the first time I heard “Home on the Range” as it was new at that time.

Much earlier the Pioneers must have put on concerts too. Many of those people valued their culture and tried to share it with their neighbours. In the Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  area, Mr. Pink XE "Pink" , father of the late John and Albert (Al) and Mrs. McClary (Emmy) taught singing to the young people of the community. John played guitar and Al played the violin. In the Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  area, Mr. Richard Prout XE "Prout"  taught singing and music. He also made his way to as far away as Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing"  to lead a men's band. That was quite a trek in those days. A bar of his music, which hung in the Tenby Bay Church XE "Church"  until it was closed, is now displayed at the Island Museum XE "Museum" . The Prouts moved to Kakabeka Falls in 1922. 

Bells, Bells, Bells

There were bells, bells, bells! The word “bell” is an Anglo-Saxon word meaning to bellow or make noise. Bells were used to announce war and peace, to warn of fire and flood, and to make music. There were ships bells, train bells, and dinner bells. There were bells in towers and belfries. Bells with clappers inside that rang when in motion or when ropes were attached to the clapper and pulled by hand. Some bells are sounded by being struck with hammers mechanically, as in clocks or by playing an instrument. A carillon is a set of bells arranged to be played musically.

There are famous bells such as the largest ever which was cast in Russia in 1735, the “Czar Kolokol.” It weighed 200 tons, but was damaged in the factory and was never used as a bell. It sits on a pedestal and is used as a building; entry being through the opening, left where a piece was broken out. Famous Big Ben at Westminster weighs 13.5 tons. The Liberty Bell, cast in England in 1751 for the State House of Philadelphia, weighs about a ton. After it arrived it cracked twice on testing and was recast twice. Years later it cracked again and remains that way. Bell metal is a form of bronze consisting of about three parts copper to one part tin.

Bells are associated with Christmas and weddings. Paper bells hang among the decorations. Ships’ bells toll the half hours and hours. Church XE "Church"  bells ring for Church Services and special occasions.

There is much more to the story of bells, but for those of us who remember “back when” on St. Joseph Island, it is the school bells, teachers’ bells and teachers’ hand bells, cow bells, sheep bells, turkey bells. The best bells of all, the sleigh and harness bells, rang or jingled delightfully across the countryside as the horses sped over the frosty snow, hauling a load of adults and children to the Christmas concert or to Grandma's house for a Christmas visit.

At school we had a rhythm band, in which we played for the school concert. A lucky someone got to ring the bells to the tune of Jingle Bells, which was played on the organ by the teacher. The bells were on a hand strap. 

Cow bells were hung around the cows’ necks. They were useful for tracking the cattle down when they were out on pasture as they could be heard for a long distance on a quiet evening. If a cow didn't want to be found she could hide by “holding her bell”. A bell on the lead or boss cow helped the herd to stay together. Turkeys were famous wanderers and their little tinkley bells helped to locate them. Sheep bells served the same purpose. 

The school bell called the children into school and if the teacher chose she would ring it 15 minutes early, warning them not to dawdle. Clocks in the neighbourhood could be set by the tolling of the bell at 9 AM. Also the school bell could be rung in case of a fire in the area to alert the volunteer fire fighters. 

The merriest sounds came from the bells the horses rang. There were “open” bells and “closed” bells. The open bells had clappers and the closed bells had tiny metal balls inside that jingled. The open variety hung from the neck-yokes of the horse teams that pulled the sleighs. Similar bells were attached to the shafts of the horse-drawn cutters. A driving horse would have a strap of “jingle bells” encircling its body or alternatively a strap of about eight chiming bells attached to the harness across its back. Those were the lovely sounds of winter that made winter travel exciting before the automobile.

Old Timer’s Picnic

There used to be a special event on St. Joseph Island called the “Old Timers’ Picnic”. It was an all Island celebration of Canada's birthday, July 1st, (Dominion Day back then) and took place in the field behind what was then the Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach School, (now the Hilton Beach Community Centre). I believe it was organized by branches of the Women’s Institute XE "Women’s Institute"  of which there were several on the Island, assisted by other community-minded citizens. 

Families gathered for the afternoon to participate in the activities or visit old friends and acquaintances. There was a ball game for spectators and foot races, sack races and three -legged races for the children and young adults. Sometimes there was a special foot race for some active “Old Timers” who enjoyed the fun of participating. The Island seems to have always had a good number of athletic young men who played a good game of hockey and baseball, (even football in the earlier days). At the Old Timers' Picnic they played baseball against teams from off the Island, including the one from the Mississaugi Boys' Camp during the 1930’s.

Booths were set up by the Women’s Institute XE "Women’s Institute"  for sale of that special treat, ice cream, as well as pop, lemonade and if my memory serves me well I think there were hot dogs. But in the days I remember best, the hot and dry '30’s, July 1st was never a day for any but cold refreshments. There was always a Beauty Contest where a few brave girls stood on a platform and faced the judges.

The old timers proudly signed the registry book and received their Old Timers' Picnic buttons. There is a register in the Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach Library but it only includes the years 1929 to 1936 and it is full, so I doubt it is the only register from the picnics in existence. I will try to track some more down. My parents' names and those of many other people I remember are in it. My father would not miss that celebration, but of course, those of us who lived by farming would have something to do in the morning, such as weeding or planting the late potatoes, before we could get away. Scents that remind me of the Old Timers' Picnic are of freshly peeled oranges and “freshly smoked” cigars.
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Oldtimer at Hilton, by Ken Danby 1966 (Ben Garside, 86)

The last of the Old Timers' Picnics was held in 1967. We came from Sault Ste. Marie to take my father to it. He was 87. He just enjoyed sitting in a chair most of the time, observing and speaking with whoever came by for a chat. He received his Old Timers' Picnic button and I still have it. 

Settlers

The Old Bolt XE "Bolt"  Family Barn

The barn at the St. Joseph Island Museum XE "Museum"  was built in the early 1900's on Lot 3 Concession 4 by the Bolt XE "Bolt"  family. The farm became the home of Mr. and Mrs. James XE "James"  (Jim) Bolt. As early as 1903, Alice, Mrs. James Bolt was teaching at the Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  School. 

The barn was built into a bank on a foundation of stone that was at least two feet thick and about seven feet high. This stone wall enclosed the stables on the ground floor. Above the stables were the hay mows, separated by a large threshing floor. The stable area was divided into three sections. On the east end were four stalls and a box stall for horses. On the west end was a large area for loose housing for the young stock. The area between comprised two rows of stalls for cattle.
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The barn above the stables was entered at the back. A low ramp led in to the threshing floor, making the barn easily accessible for wagons and farm machinery. All across the front and over the stable's entrances was an open drive shed.

Around  1910, among those who answered the call of “Go West Young XE "Young"  Man,” were Mr. and Mrs. James XE "James"  Bolt XE "Bolt"  with their two little girls. Eventually, Mr. Samuel (Sam) Bolt became the owner of the property. Sam and Jim were brothers.

Over the years several couples or families had lived there temporarily by the time Mr. Bolt XE "Bolt"  sold the farm to Russell Adcock XE "Adcock"  in 1946. Russell and I moved to the farm that year as newly weds and it was our home for ten years. In the cloudless September of 1948 Russell put a new roof on the barn. We made good use of the barn as we raised cattle. In 1956 our school was closed and we moved with our children to Sault Ste. Marie.  In 1958 we sold the farm to Mr. Alf Slade of Toronto. In 1967 Mr. Slade sold the barn to the Museum XE "Museum"  where it has served another useful purpose ever since.

Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  Settlers

When St. Joseph Island was opened up for settlement by the Government in 1877 there were few white people living in the area of Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay" . There were a few Natives and mixed-race (white/red/black) families. Major Rains XE "Major Rains" , who had named Tenby Bay after a favourite spot of his in Wales, had moved to Sailors Encampment XE "Sailors Encampment"  in 1854. Names of some who were here prior to 1877 were Archibald, Duncan, Levens XE "Levens" , Whitehead, Lapoint, Sebastion, Eskabok, Thomas and Coleman. 

The Levens XE "Levens"  family, Alex, Maggie and Jack were born of Irish parents on Sugar Island or Garden River. By the 1870’s when they left Sugar Island, they moved near where the Whiskey Bay XE "Whiskey Bay"  Resort is now and at times also spent time on Levens Island.


[image: image16.png]LA
> - .
o Wi
0l 4 ... =
» =F5
L .
=
L
o
B
7
& 5
T g
* 1 L
e
T
: !-‘\'Hl
S
. A
g e
o L]
ol ¥ d
I

|

-

sl





Home of Alex, Jack and Maggie Levens

Mr. James XE "James"  Bolt XE "Bolt"  was one of the first interested people to come up from London, Ontario to look at the possibilities for a new home. He carried a favourable impression of the Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  area back to the people in London, Ontario, most of whom had immigrated to Canada a few years earlier from the British Isles.

Among those who took up the challenge were Russell Adcock XE "Adcock" ’s grandparents Henry and Letitia Adcock with their five eldest children. Others were Mr. and Mrs. James XE "James"  Bolt XE "Bolt"  and family, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Prout XE "Prout"  and family, Tom and Bill Elliot, Isaac Gibbs XE "Gibbs"  and still others whose names were Harris, Olmstead, Fuller, Jones, Baird, Sheldon, Wood, Beech, Luten, Ibbitson, Telford, Goodhand and Garside XE "Garside" .

The Bolts were good farmers and built large homes for their families. However the topsoil in the area was shallow and in some cases very stony. Four of the Bolt XE "Bolt"  brothers heard the call of the West and left, and only Samuel returned to take up the homestead. Two of the Adcock XE "Adcock"  brothers went west in 1910. Land burn-out, slack times for timbering and the closing of Chesterfields mill were reasons for people, some whole families, or some younger members, to drift away to wherever “rumour had it” that a better living might be made.

Around the turn of the 20th Century, the U Line and 5th Side Road areas supported a number of timbering families, mostly of French origin, such as Aikins, Ambeault, Eaton, Gardiner, Presque, Dubique, Maillieux, Bissaillon, Vallier and Solomon. Also in these areas were the Alfred Kitchen family, Henry Still XE "Still" , Watson and Mrs. Walker and her large family. The Kitchen and Still families remained on St. Joseph Island. The others moved to Michigan.

Around 1918 there was another drive to bring more settlers. Mr. Peter Bergan, a realtor came from the western United States and purchased the Sterling XE "Sterling"  Bay property from Peter Chesterfield XE "Chesterfield" . He encouraged others of his Scandinavian countrymen to also come and settle. Some of these names were Espeland XE "Espeland" , Haverstraw, Johnson, Mickelson, Nickleson, Solberg, Hanson, and Hendrickson. By 1927 most of these had moved on again, either back to Wisconsin or Michigan, where the automobile factories were booming, or elsewhere.

When the early settlers came to St. Joseph Island they had a great amount of physical labour ahead of them and there was scarcely any way to earn money. Once they had located their chosen property they had to clear the land of trees. At this end of the Island the trees were giants compared with those that are left today. In order to get a deed to their property they were required to clear at least five acres of their land and build a house to government specifications of 16' x 24'. The trees were chopped down with axes and sawed into logs. After saving enough wood to fuel the cook-stove and keep the heater going in the cold weather, the logs were piled up and burned, there being no market for them.

The first homes were built of logs, cedar if it was growing on the property (Sawn lumber was not readily available yet). There was a market for cedar ties, required to support the railway lines that were stretching across the country. These were cedar logs, scored and hued flat on two sides with a broad-axe. Some families at Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay" , such as the Archibalds lived from cutting wood on Dock Island to supply passing steamboats with fuel. While preparing their land for farming, most of the men folk worked in logging camps for the winters, mainly on Drummond Island on the US side.

Of those who planned to farm, some would have brought livestock with them. They needed oxen in those days. They worked the land and provided transportation, as well as meat. Some of those who became successful farmers were the Bolts, Prouts, Gibbs XE "Gibbs" , Harry Adcock XE "Adcock"  (Russell's grandfather), Elliots and Jones.

Of the Levens XE "Levens"  family, earlier settlers who had moved to Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  from Sugar Island during the 1870's, the sons Alex and Jack are remembered as good farmers. Of other previously mentioned families who lived from timbering, most moved on when the timber was depleted. Others who had started out farming gave up and moved elsewhere when the thin layer of topsoil on their land ran out.
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Rains, Sterling and then Adcock home

Most of those of French descent remained in Algoma and descendants are well known locally. Most of British origin remained at Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay" , but many of the next generation left in search of a better living. My grandfather, Benn Garside XE "Garside" , married Eliza Lowen XE "Lowen"  in 1880 and they lived at Tenby Bay until my father, Benjamin was 6 months old, then moved to Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  where the Lowens XE "Lowens"  had settled. Their neighbours, Mr. & Mrs. Harris, relatives of the Browns on the U Line, returned to England.

Harry and Letitia Adcock XE "Adcock" , with their five children, first made their home in a log house that had been built by Major Rains XE "Major Rains"  and later abandoned. Soon Mr. Adcock purchased the adjoining Stevenson property and moved that house to its present location, where two more sons were born. He farmed successfully there. Harry and Letitia were buried in the Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  Cemetery.
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Prout family farm stone fence

Mr. and Mrs. James XE "James"  Bolt XE "Bolt"  graduated from their first log home to a fine big frame home and lived there farming for the rest of their lives. Mr. Bolt was the first mail carrier for Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay" . Their sons, except for Sam, gave up their farms and the large frame homes they had built, and moved to Western Canada. 

Richard and Annie Prout XE "Prout"  were among the first settlers in Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay" . He was a progressive farmer whose monumental stone fence is testimony to the hard work that he and his sons did clearing the land. I understand it was at least six feet wide and six feet high. Parts of it can still be seen and viewers are amazed at how well built it was. Such a daunting undertaking!

Mr. Prout XE "Prout" , besides general farming and black-smithing, experimented with growing different kinds of fruit for this cold climate. He was also the first farmer to bring a threshing machine to Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay" . The wagon road had to be widened from the William Moore home, near the Jocelyn XE "Jocelyn"  Anglican Church XE "Church" , all the way to Tenby Bay to allow for its passage.

Mr. Prout XE "Prout"  taught music locally and he led a men's band at Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing" . He donated a corner of his property for the (then) Presbyterian Church XE "Church"  and Cemetery. Mr. and Mrs. Prout were buried in the Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  Cemetery. Their son George, with his wife and family, moved to Kakabeka Falls in 1922.

Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Gibbs XE "Gibbs"  lived out their lives here, farming and keeping the Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  Post Office for many years. Their son Rex and his wife Bella remained to farm and keep the Post Office, one of the last post offices to be closed. The other sons and daughters left Tenby Bay. However, the line is alive and well on St. Joseph Island through Rex's son Raymond and wife Laura.

The name ‘Fleming’ was also prominent among the pioneers of the area. Most of that family followed the trail to Western Canada. Only William and his wife Nellie remained to raise their family and farm on the 5th Side Rd., St. Joseph Island.

The Ibbitson family also came to Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay" , but must have left before 1900 as their log home was used as a school before the later one was built and opened in 1906. The old log building still stands behind the former Tenby Bay School that is now the Schoolhouse Craft Shop (Home of Island Clippings).

While these pioneers were getting their farms going, during the last two decades of the 1800's, the enterprising Bill Elliot, besides farming at the end of the A Line where the Jocelyn XE "Jocelyn"  Park is now, established a logging and fishing industry there. He provided a boardinghouse for his employees.

Sailboats made up the fishing fleet and Bill and Jim Adcock XE "Adcock"  were among the sailor/fishermen. These two carried on the Commercial Fishing into the late 1930's, until the fish became too scarce and brought too low a price. Their younger brothers left for the West in 1910. Their three sisters married local men. 

The next important employer in Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  was Pete Chesterfield XE "Chesterfield"  who moved his large lumber mill from Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing"  to Sterling XE "Sterling"  Bay around the turn of the century and built a large lumber dock where freighters came to pick up loads of lumber. Government docks were built about the same time at various points around the Island including one about 100 feet south of the lumber dock.
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Fishing fleet at Whiskey Bay 

Mr. Chesterfield XE "Chesterfield"  built three large barns for the horses that hauled the logs and lumber, the implements and for additional storage. For the mill community he built five residences, four of which were large frame houses, a cottage, a small hotel, a store and a blacksmith shop. This was a thriving community for ten or twelve years, until the mill closed down, probably due to lack of timber or markets for milled products, or both.

The next wave of settlement began around 1917 when Mr. Peter Bergan, a realtor, came and purchased the property from Mr. Chesterfield XE "Chesterfield" . Himself a Norwegian, he planned to bring more of his Scandinavian countrymen to settle in Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay" . He settled members of his family in the mill residences and other families settled throughout the Tenby Bay area. Some had come from Wisconsin, a few from mining towns in the North. Ole and Nels Espeland XE "Espeland"  and Einor Gilbertson XE "Gilbertson"  were Peter and Annie Bergan’s sons-in-law. Their granddaughters attended the Tenby Bay School for a couple of years but the families soon returned to the Western U.S. Mr. Bergan operated the sawmill for only a few years. During this time, J.0. Johnson was the storekeeper. Peter and Anna Bergan died at Sterling XE "Sterling"  Bay in the late 1920's and are buried in the Tenby Bay Cemetery.

Einor and Annie Gilbertson XE "Gilbertson"  and brother John moved to the Flint/Detroit Michigan area, as did some of the Hanson family some years later. Some of them returned to Wisconsin. The Carl Johnson family and Jack Nickleson left Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  earlier. Mr. and Mrs. Otto Solberg remained here until they retired from farming. Antoine Johnson and Hans Mickleson lived out their lives here.
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Sterling Bay saw mill village, later the Boy’s Camp

After Mr. and Mrs. Bergan died, their property was sold to Mr. Herb Twining XE "Twining"  of Ann Arbor, Michigan in 1928. He opened it as the Mississaugi Boys' Camp in 1930. Nels and Nora (Bergan) Espeland XE "Espeland"  stayed on as caretakers. They died in the late 1930's. They had no children. Mrs. Espeland was an artist and craftsperson. I have seen some of her paintings but know nothing of their whereabouts now.

This is a brief look at Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  history from about 1877 to 1930. 

Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  Settlers
Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven" , on the south east end of St. Joseph Island, was named by Major Rains XE "Major Rains"  after a place on the seacoast of Wales, but before his coming to the Island in 1835, the Natives called it Gosh-ka-wong. One side of the Haven is called Gosh-ka-wong Point. The area that the Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  River flows through, between Milford Haven and the U Line was named Kaskawan. (The source of the Kaskawan is the Hilton XE "Hilton"  Lakes.) Hence the correct name of the Stone School is “Kaskawan”.

Before the arrival of Major Rains XE "Major Rains"  and his partners, Mr. Scott and Mr. Thompson there were only a few homes of French and French/Native mixed families. It was a Fur Trading Post and most people were engaged in fur trapping and trading. As Major Rains was promoting the area for settlement, Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  was surveyed out in town lots in anticipation of immigrants coming from the British Isles. The partners, Rains, Scott and Thompson set up a sawmill and a store in preparation for the arrival of settlers. However the settlers didn't come at that time and soon the whole venture was dropped. (In the book “Historic St. Joseph Island” by Estelle Bayliss, a more detailed account of the attempt to build a community is told.)

There is a Cemetery on Goshkawong Point. It used to be a Native burial ground. My Grandmother, Mrs. Benn Garside XE "Garside" , claimed she had been told that a Jesuit Priest had been buried there. My Aunt Nellie Garside told me that she remembered when a Mrs. King, (Roi) one of the early French people, was buried in that cemetery. She was, as far as I know, the last person to be buried there. I understand that what remains of it is now cared for by a Mr. Sanders who lives on the point. There was a cluster of homes there as long ago as 1850 and I was told that some of the families of the miners at Bruce Mines lived there to remain separate from the mining town.

The story of Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  resumes when the Government of Ontario opened up St. Joseph Island for settlement in 1877 and settlers rushed in from points in Southern and Eastern Ontario.
For the following history of Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  and Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  I am drawing on written memories of two people and conversations with a third. The first is my late Aunt Lila (Eliza Garside XE "Garside" ) Still XE "Still" , granddaughter of Alfred and Emily (or Emilene) Lowen XE "Lowen" . The second is the late Miss Mary Hamilton of the U Line, and third, my Aunt Ada Ellen (Nellie) Garside, formerly of Kaskawan and later of London, Ontario.

In 1877 when St. Joseph Island was “thrown open” for settlement a letter appeared in the London Advertiser, written by Alex McQueen XE "McQueen"  and William Hawthorne “Describing in glowing terms the prospects on St. Joseph Island”. “Two hundred acres of land for each married man, one hundred to each single man on coming of age, (21 yrs.) and one hundred for each woman on reaching the age of 18: all the free wood they could use and plenty of game and fish.” When Mrs. Lowen XE "Lowen"  read this letter aloud the family said, “Let's go.” It must have been the spirit of adventure or the eagerness for a challenge or both!

The family consisted of Mr. and Mrs. Lowen XE "Lowen"  and four daughters Eliza, age 17, Sarah and Esther, about 13 and nine and Ada, about three. The Lowens XE "Lowens"  had come, except for Ada who was born in Canada, from London, England about eight years earlier. Little did they realize what they faced as pioneers, on St. Joseph Island. Most of the other people who came at that time had also emigrated from the British Isles.

Mr. Lowen XE "Lowen" , a plasterer, and his partner Mr. Joseph Grimshaw came up to St. Joseph Island after completing their contracts in London, to look the situation over. Satisfied that it would be a good move, Mr. Lowen returned to London and put the home up for sale.

On October 9th, 1877 the Lowens XE "Lowens"  and the Pink XE "Pink"  family, consisting of Mr. John Pink, his wife Emily (Brown) and their children John, Emily, Edgar and Albert, ages 3 months to 10 years, left London for St, Joseph Island. Also along with them came a young Benn Garside XE "Garside" , son of a woodsman in London. He had been learning to make bricks, but Mr. Lowen XE "Lowen"  needed him to help clear the land and build a log home as he himself had no experience in that field. They sailed on the steamer Manitoba via Sarnia, landing at Bruce Mines (then Wellington Mines) on October 16th. There the two families found accommodation in one of the long vacant houses for a few weeks while the men started clearing land for homes. They may also have lived in one of the long vacant little houses on Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  Point while building their own. Their belongings were brought to the Island by Tom Johnston and Seemore Lummery in an open sailboat. As yet there were no roads where they were going.

The first winter the new settlers spent on St. Joseph Island was an “open winter”, and, since they brought ample food supplies they fared quite well. However, because they hadn't relied on the stores at Bruce Mines and a small one at Hilton XE "Hilton" , those stores did not stock up so much for the following winter. When they ran short early, the settlers suffered hardships. There are stories of the Islanders having to dig up their just planted potatoes and eat them because they had nothing else. As the story goes “in May a sail boat calls, takes peoples' money and doesn't return with provisions for two weeks. People are stranded.” By June the tug, ‘Kate Marks’, is making regular trips.” 

Besides Lowens XE "Lowens" , Pinks, Garsides, McQueens, Browns, Hamiltons, Coopers and James XE "James"  who lived in the Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  and Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  area prior to the 1900's, there were others, some of whom came and went. There were Grimshaws, Hawthornes, Houses, Walkers, (The Walkers hold family reunions every year somewhere in America and every few years it becomes the turn of local relatives to host the big event on St. Joseph Island.) and two Gordon families, unrelated, one of which remained. Toward Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach, then Marksville XE "Marksville" , there were Hollingsworths, Trainors, Dunns, a Mrs. Lloyd, who was a Hollingsworth, Wannamakers, Stills, McPhails, and Solomans. Browns owned and operated a sawmill on the U Line. Mr. James was a carriage maker and Mr. Cooper a wagon maker. (Miss Hamilton, in her history of pioneer life, mentioned that Lord Bethel had stayed with the Coopers when he came to St. Joseph Island to dispose of his father's estate in 1885, and that the son, Walter Cooper, had driven him around to see his various properties on the Island.) 

On the S & T Road the people who had lived there were Hylands, Bennets, Burkes, Steibings and Andrews. As a child I heard that the S & T had been an unlucky place to live. One tragedy that I remember hearing about was the burning of the Andrews' home with their two little girls in it, while their Mother was out doing the barn chores. Another home burned while the family was at Church XE "Church" . No one has lived on the S & T in my lifetime. Watsons lived on the Q & R and later Mr. & Mrs. Charles McClary and Moores. Mrs. Moore was a sister of Mr. McClary. In 1904 my father, Ben (Benjamin) made his home there on lot 23. Later, Mr. James XE "James"  (Jim) Lay of Rodney, Ontario, settled at the west end of Q & R East, Mr. Will Dunn and his second wife, Louise Cooper, lived on their farm on what became the Base Line until they died in the 1930's.

Later arrivals to the area were the Guineys in the 1890's. They farmed on the left as the road turns into Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven" . Mr. Guiney also sold and serviced Magnet Cream Separators. The Hunt XE "Hunt"  family came from England and settled, for a few years, at what is now called Garside XE "Garside"  Bay.

Collins Point was named for the Collins family that lived there and suffered a great tragedy. Mr. Collins owned a boat and he was heating some tar on the wood stove to make repairs to the boat, when it boiled over and caught fire, burning the house down. My grandfather, Benn Garside XE "Garside" , was one of the neighbours who turned up to try to help the family. A little girl was badly burned and feeling very cold. My grandfather wrapped her in blankets and held her but she couldn't get warm. There being no help in those days for such a serious emergency, the little girl died. 

Danger of fires from wood stoves was always present. The new kerosene lamps were also feared. Some were said to have exploded. Certainly they would start a fire if upset or dropped. They had to be treated with respect. My grandparents used the lamps but my grandmother made beef tallow candles in her mould and continued to use them as well.

In 1902 or 1903 the J.E. Murphy Company moved into Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  and built a large sawmill on the point across the Haven from Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  Point. The company then owned a number of the town lots and the boarding house, and they built cottages where their employees' families lived. They also operated a store and Post Office. In 1908 or 1910, about the same time as Pete Chesterfield XE "Chesterfield"  closed his big mill at Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay" , Murphys ceased to operate their mill and moved away.

Around this time Mr. & Mrs. Gow came to Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  and bought my Dad's house and a lot which was next to the company property. I don't know what the people in Milford Haven did to make a living for the next few years after the mill closure. They must have either found employment elsewhere or moved out altogether. 
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Whicher’s Mill at Milford Haven 

In 1920 or 1921 the Whicher XE "Whicher"  Lumber Company moved in from Wiarton, Ontario and bought the mill and property. They operated the mill until 1945 when they moved it to the old Eddy XE "Eddy"  farm at Hilton XE "Hilton" . A number of families followed the Whicher mill to Milford Haven and the community became very much alive again. The Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  School had been built in 1907, (by my grandfather) to accommodate a growing population in the area. Now it was reaching its peak attendance. Men were employed in the mill in summer and in the bush in winter.

Most families were rather transient, staying a few months, a year or two and then moving again. Some who stayed longest were the Russell Ward XE "Ward"  family and the Ed Murphys. (Mrs. Murphy was Irene Guiney.) Others who came and went were Watsons, Bells, Kings, Irwins, Reids, McIntyres (Mrs. McIntyre was Ada Lowen XE "Lowen" , sister of Eliza Garside XE "Garside" ). Broadhagens, Montos, Ed Merchand (pronounced Mershaw) and his daughter Anna, who was Mrs. Guiney's niece. Mrs. Russell Ward, (Dolly, granddaughter of the Lowens XE "Lowens" ) kept the post office in those years, and, just before the Rural Route delivery took over, Mrs. Stephen Garside (Aunt Ruby) operated it from her home for a time.

There was occasional work for men who lived outside of Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  at boat loading time. I remember Wilf Whicher XE "Whicher"  coming to our home on the Q & R several times to hire my Dad for a day or two of loading lumber onto a boat. That bit of cash came in handy on the farm in the 1930's.

Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  and Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  got telephone service in 1903, probably brought in by the Murphy Lumber XE "Murphy Lumber"  Company and later continued by the Whicher XE "Whicher"  Company. The line came from Milford Haven, part way on the U Line, and, on the Base Line past Dunns, (who had a phone) toward Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach. I remember seeing the telephone in my grandparents’ house, but it was not in use then. The lines were still up on the Base Line during my early school days. Later they were switched to continue on the U Line to join in with the Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  line, which continued over the Mountain XE "the Mountain"  to Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing" . (The 5th Side Rd. Telephone Company had been formed in 1902 to bring the telephone service to the Tenby Bay community.)
Some time in the 1940's Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  became a “Ghost Town”. The Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  School had closed after the 1939-40 term when there were only three students to attend.

It is regrettable that so few of the pioneer's homes remain. Some, including the boarding house, were dismantled and the building material moved elsewhere. Some others, like the Cooper home burned in a fire. Others just collapsed from neglect. Four fine examples of the permanent homes of pioneers still stand. On the U Line are the Hamilton home, recently owned and lived in by Wilfred and Donna Broadhagen, the James XE "James"  home, in the Fischer family since the late 1940’s, and the Brown home. The latter was built in the early 1900's to replace an older one. It is the present home of a grandson, Harvey Brown and his wife Menke. Another is the Hunt XE "Hunt"  home at Garside XE "Garside"  Bay, now owned and occupied by Bill and Marjorie Garside.

Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  Settlers

Aunt Nellie Garside XE "Garside"  remembered that as the early settlers cleared the land and cut logs for their homes, they sold some logs and tanning bark from hemlock trees. Most of them cleared some land for crops, although many of them had trades with which they could earn a living if opportunities arose. That meant working away from home and leaving the wife and children to tend the crops and livestock. Until there was a market for their trades, many resorted to working in bush camps. The men would work in such places as Drummond Island and Blind River during the winter months, then try to farm when they came home in the spring.

My grandparents, Benn and Eliza Garside XE "Garside"  moved from Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  to Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  in 1881, when my father, Benjamin was 6 months old. My grandmother told me that at first they lived in a small camp, and one night, while grandfather was away, she heard a lynx on the roof. More than any other animals, people feared lynx and bears in those days. Soon the Grimshaws, who had built a log home on the property next to the Lowens XE "Lowens" , left, probably, to return to London. The property belonged to the estate of Mr. Molesworth, the surveyor and my grandfather bought it through Real Estate Agent, Major Rains XE "Major Rains" . It became the Garside home where five of the children were born. Later a new home was built at the head of the Haven and the family moved into it in 1894. Two more children were born there. The house was taken down and removed years ago and no sign of my grandmother's home and beautiful gardens remains.

In the early days the Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  was the only road between Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  and Hilton XE "Hilton"  (then Marksville XE "Marksville" ). It passed through my grandparents' property. One day, when my father was a boy, a group of Natives who came back to the Island for some purpose, (they did come sometimes to make maple syrup or to gather material for baskets and dyes), and they saw that my grandfather had a large field of turnips. They asked him if they could buy some. He told them they could have all they could carry. To his great amusement, they spread their blankets on the ground and loaded them up. They took all they could carry for certain!

At first, Hamiltons, McQueens and Hylands were the only people who had horses. Oxen were used for the farm and bush work, although Dad said he had never used them.

As the two Saults, Sault Ontario and Sault Michigan were growing and Algoma was being settled, there was more work for the building trades. In the 1890's there was a question as to which would be the larger town, Sault Ste. Marie or Thessalon. At first my great-grandfather Lowen XE "Lowen"  had to return to London, Ontario to work, but not any more. My grandfather, who had taken up stone masonry, was kept busy too. They worked in both the Saults and the North Shore as well as on the Island. Grandfather was working on the Algonquin Hotel in 1887 when the first train came in on the spur line from Sudbury. My grandmother had taken my father, a boy of six, up to see it.

Mr. Hamilton was a carpenter as was Mr. Pink XE "Pink" . Although some think Mr. Pink worked on a boat and taught school at Sailors Encampment XE "Sailors Encampment"  for the winter of 1871, I had never heard of him being a teacher. He settled in Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  with his wife and four children in 1877. He did teach music. Miss Mary Hamilton, in her stories of life in the pioneer days, tells of the young people gathering at her home on the U Line where Mr. Pink came to give free singing lessons. She claimed that the result was that some of the best singers on the Island were in Kaskawan. The Pinks were scholarly people who read a great deal and educated themselves. Mrs. McClary, nee Emmy Pink, claimed descent from Robert the Bruce of Scotland.

Mr. William McQueen XE "McQueen"  was listed in the 1881 census as a “mill owner'. Aunt Lila Still XE "Still"  told me that the McQueens were the only people living in Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  when the new settlers arrived in 1877. She thought they had come there in 1875 and set up the sawmill at the head of the Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  River. The McQueen farm and home was at the right hand corner where the present road turns into the Haven. The youngest son, Quinton, married a school teacher friend of his sister Ellen (Nellie) McQueen and he built a large home for themselves farther down the road in Milford Haven. His wife was with her parents in the Sault when their son was born and she died. Her parents raised the boy.

Quinton returned home to live. He then allowed some of his young mill employees to live and board themselves in the house he and his wife had shared. It became known as the “Boarding House”. Quinton hired my father to work in the mill when he became of age, 21, and was free to leave home. He lived in the boarding house. When the McQueens left Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  early in the 1900's they went to live on the Isle of Pines, near Bermuda, where Quinton was engaged in real estate. I have a letter of my fathers from Mr. McQueen XE "McQueen"  that shows that my father was interested in going there to live in 1916.

When Dad heard in the mid 1920's that the McQueens had returned to St. Joseph Island to retire, he took me along with him to visit them. They were living in a house on the corner in Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach that was replaced some years later by Mr. Sherk. Quinton and his sister Nellie and a brother, I believe it was John, were living there. I was only four or five years old but I was formally introduced to Dad's old friend and former employer, Mr. Quinton McQueen XE "McQueen" . Miss McQueen came by and spoke to Dad and then went on upstairs - the same stairs that, sadly, she later fell on and died. 

Miss Nellie McQueen XE "McQueen"  had been the first to teach in the log school on Trainors Side Road in 1887, the year my father started school. She walked past my grandparents home along the Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  Road and the little boy, my Dad, fell in with her and had company on the way to school.

Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach Community Centre

The history of the Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach Community Centre dates back to 1896 when the brick school building was built in Marksville XE "Marksville"  to replace a log school in Hilton, which had burned. Builder for the new school was Mr. George Honsberger who was contracted to build it for $1,000. It had a porch on the front, inside of which were two cloakrooms. A jacket-furnace was in the southeast corner of the classroom. Mr. Charles Kenny was the first teacher. It was he who had his students plant the maple trees along the front and sides of the grounds. The lot for the school had been purchased from a Mr. Ed Stubbs. In 1914 the four-acre playground was purchased from a Mr. Stork Ringham for $600.

Overcrowding of the one room school made it necessary to add on a second classroom. In 1928 John Currie contracted to build the new wing and do some remodeling to the old part for $4,500. The two classrooms accommodated classes from 1 to 10 for many years. Although Continuation School was offered for a time it was difficult for students from a distance to attend. Most would have to be boarded in the village. (Marksville XE "Marksville"  was incorporated into a village in April 1923, therefore separated from Hilton XE "Hilton"  Township. At the same time the name of the village was changed to Hilton Beach.) Students from the Hilton Township schools and the Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  School could write high School Entrance exams in this school. A presiding officer came from outside the area for that purpose.

In the 1940’s, due to lower attendance again, only the newer classroom was used. For the school year 1965/66 both classrooms were again used. This was partly due to the W Line School having been closed and the pupils transferred to Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach.

The school board undertook some improvements to the school in 1965. Mr. Mansel Green contracted to do some cement work and carpentry in the basement. Also tenders were called for materials such as plywood and floor coverings. Tenders were called for transportation of pupils from the W Line School. Charles Sherk's tender for materials was accepted and John Fischer won the contract to bus the W Line school children. Poles for basketball and goals were purchased. On the resignation of Duncan Forbes as janitor, tenders for janitor were called for and Allan Jagger's tender for $75 per month was accepted. A record player was purchased for the junior room. Additional items were ordered but in 1966 the Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach School was closed and the pupils were transported by bus to Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing" . The last two teachers there when the school closed were Alice Ward XE "Ward"  and Larry Clarke. Kindergarten was held there from 1968 to 1972 with Jessie Jagger teaching.

Following the closure of the school, the building became the Community Centre. The local Senior's Club contributed generously toward the new kitchen. It was the place to hold meetings. Next it became desirable to enlarge the building to accommodate community events. The St. Joseph Island Lions Club, the Village of Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach and the Township of Hilton combined efforts to build an extension. The new extension was built in 1990 by contractor Harvey Stevens. Cost of the extension, including interest, additional furnishings and audio-visual equipment, came to the sum of $402,805.

As of 1996, debt against the extension has been reduced to $18,500 through fund raising events and donations.

Legends

Whip-poor-wills

Where have all the Whip-poor-wills gone? When my husband, Russell, and I moved back here to Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  in 1985 we heard one whippoorwill on our property. That was the last time we heard one here. In 1987 or 1988, we heard one quite a distance away. Faintly as the call came to our ears, I managed to capture it on audio tape. 

Other people I have spoken to have not heard one on St. Joseph Island for many years. There were still many of them at this end of the Island in the 1960's. I have spoken to other old timers like us who remember them from years ago. As of 1998, Alf Still XE "Still" , who lives on the East Side of the Island, hadn't heard any for about 25 years. However, raccoons have been numerous in his neighbourhood for many years. Frank Crowder, XE "Crowder"  of the Mountain, XE "the Mountain"  and Jim Reed XE "Reed" , formerly of the 5th Side Road North and now of Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing" , had also not heard a Whip-poor-will since the early 1970’s. Alice Ward XE "Ward" , of the Mountain, also remembers hearing them but the last one she remembers is the only one she ever saw. It showed up in the headlights of her car on the 5th Side Road (South) in 1987. That was in the same vicinity as the one I recorded around that time.

Whip-poor-wills used to arrive in flocks around the end of May. They used to be numerous on the south end of the Island. Rarely seen close up, they could be mistaken for nighthawks when flying, though their flight is different. Both belong to the goatsucker family of birds. Whip-poor-wills are 9 to 10 inches long. Their feathers are mottled grey, brown and black. They have short bills but very large mouths to scoop up insects on the wing. They repeat their name many times over in song, in quick succession, while standing on the ground on their short legs. They begin to call (sing) at dusk and continue on into the night. The strong clear call is easily imitated by whistling. Insects are their food.

Whip-poor-wills roost and nest on the ground. They do not prepare a nest. In a small clearing at the edge of the woods, two speckled eggs are laid on dry leaves in a slight depression in the bare ground. The eggs and later the dark, speckled babies, are well camouflaged and blend in with their surroundings. It would be easy to step on one of these nests if not watching very carefully. When danger approaches, the mother bird, like the killdeer, fakes injury and leads away from her nest. 

I had the pleasure of seeing three Whip-poor-will nests. That was almost 60 years ago when I was at home on the farm on the Q & R Road. I used to go out in the yard and imitate their calls and have them flying all around me. One moonlit night I had the thrill of watching one that stood on the garden path and repeated its call of “Whip-poor-will” many times over in quick succession. On another evening a Whip-poor-will lit in the doorway of the cow barn and proceeded to sing, unaware that I was just a few feet behind it milking a cow.

In August the Whip-poor-wills would gather in flocks in preparation for the migration to the southern United States. Soon they would be on their way.

The “masked bandits”, the raccoons, first made their appearance on St. Joseph Island sometime in the 1940's. Little did we know how destructive they were! Besides their raids on fruit, corn and vegetable crops and on chicken pens, they rob birds' nests and eat frogs and turtles. Ground nesting birds are the most vulnerable. Partridge (ruffed grouse) are very scarce now. Raccoons also climb trees to rob other birds' nests. Those birdhouses set out for blue birds and others to nest in are not safe from them either. The greatly increased population of raccoons from the 1960's on coincides with the disappearance of the whippoorwills. There are still plenty of suitable locations for Whip-poor-wills on St. Joseph Island and I would gladly trade all the raccoons on the Island to have the Whip-poor-wills back.

“Nothing ever stays the same”. Another change in recent years is the large population of Cormorants now nesting on Islands adjacent to St. Joseph. I have read that Cormorants pass from the East Coast, through the Great Lakes region to nest farther west. Not anymore! I have spoken to older people like myself who don't remember them stopping here at all. Russell, who grew up working with his father, at fishing, knew the waters around this end of the Island very well. He remembers seeing only one bird that his father told him was a Cormorant. The Sand Hill Cranes, now becoming numerous, have made a “comeback” after an absence of at least a hundred years. I heard one flying over in 1940, but I had no idea what it was that made such a strange noise. I didn't learn its identity until they started coming to the Island regularly a few years ago.

Silver Mine

Early in the 1900's there was a rumour circulating on St. Joseph Island concerning a silver mine here on the Island. Here it is as told to me by my father. White men discovered in their early days here that the Natives were using bullets made of silver. As soon as the Indians found out that this was a mineral valuable to the white man they stopped using it and would not tell the newcomers the location of the source. This much was some how revealed - that the source was so many miles south of Gawas XE "Gawas"  Bay, near the centre of the Island, in a dried up creek bed and could be obtained with a hoe, but trying to get more information from the Natives proved to be in vain as they didn't trust the white man's motives.

Early in this century, two young lads, whose names I shall not mention, were chumming with a young Native lad from Gawas XE "Gawas"  Bay and they got the idea that their young friend could question his parents about the actual where-a-bouts of the silver mine. However, he was told by his elders that he had better mind his own business and ask no more questions about the matter. So the white man's hopes of learning the secret were dashed, but some, I understand did try a little “prospecting” in the area they thought, from the meagre information, to be the likely location. 

My father told me that an old neighbour of ours who was familiar with the woods and who had more spare time than most, had spent a good amount of the time scratching around in the area assumed to be the right one. He never did find the rumoured mineral.

One wonders whether the white man got St. Joseph Island confused with Isle Royale, which is in Lake Superior and where silver was actually found. Also there is a story of gold being on St. Joseph Island, also said to be a closely kept secret by the Natives. However, gold could not have been used for bullets.

Secrecy by the Natives is understandable when one hears of the atrocities perpetrated on them because they were impeding the progress of white settlement and especially gold mining on their land, as told on U.S. television recently. 

Sea Serpent

This winter I have been reading two books that I find very interesting. They are “Up North” and “Up North Again”, by authors Doug Bennet and Tim Tiner. Both books are full of information about everything in nature such as birds, animals, insects and plants. One brief chapter called “Lake Monsters Relics from Past Ages?” inspired me to, at last tell a story that was first told to me when I was a child.

There is a small lake on St. Joseph Island, in Hilton XE "Hilton"  Township, near the old Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  School. It was not shown on early maps because the surveyors missed it. It doesn't quite reach the U Line on the south end nor Trainors Side road on the north end. One might catch a glimpse of it from the Base Line after the leaves have fallen, While I was going to school in the 1930's it was still simply called “The Little Lake” It was later named Caufield XE "Caufield"  Lake after the owners of several 100 acre pieces of land that “front” on the lake.

My father, Ben Garside XE "Garside" , warned us that the lake had a deep mud bottom at the north end, nearest his “old log school” on Trainors Side Road. The end nearest the U Line has a sand and gravel bottom and shore. Dad often spoke of the “sea serpent in the Little Lake” and warned us to stay away from it. 

When he was a young fellow, he and his friend, Al Pink XE "Pink" , used to go swimming in that lake. One day, just after they got out of the water and were getting dressed, they noticed something moving across the lake. It looked to them like a fence rail (a fence rail would be 12 to 15 feet long), but suddenly it dove down into the water. Dad always thought it must have been something unusual. He grew up near water and was familiar with the usual creatures that live there.

That sighting would have taken place in the 1890’s. I doubt many people took Dad’s and Al's story seriously, but my Grandmother Garside XE "Garside"  did and she also warned us to stay away from The Little Lake. We did go there though, with the other school children during some noon hours and with our teacher's permission.

Now that I have heard about more rare sightings, over many years, of similar unexplained “monsters” in Ontario and other lakes, I think the time is right to tell about the one that lived or may have lived in The Little Lake. We have read stories that have been told in the past of mysterious creatures seen in various parts of the world. These stories were never believed until finally proven, sometimes many years later. Some of these animals turned out to be nocturnal and rarely seen in daylight.

Old Island Places and Place Names

It seems fitting to start off with St. Joseph Island itself. St. Joseph Island is situated in the St. Mary's River near where it flows into Lake Huron. Its dimensions are approximately 27 X 14 miles. The elevation near the centre, called the Mountain XE "the Mountain"  (Mount Carterton XE "Carterton" ), is about 1400 ft. above sea level; just enough to qualify as a mountain.

As pointed out to me this morning by my son Gary, it is up to me to remind people of the full and correct name of our Island. Lest we forget, it is St. Joseph, not “St Joe” or “St. Joe's” nor “St. Joseph's” - The late Ada Tranter XE "Tranter" , in her writings some years ago, stated that this Island does not belong to St. Joseph therefore it is incorrect to call it “St Joseph's.” According to Gregory Lay who wrote “Memories of Early Days on St. Joseph's Island”, St. Joseph was called the patron saint of Canada in 1624 and that was probably why the early French Voyageurs and fur traders named this Island St. Joseph. Mr. & Mrs. Bayliss in their book “Historic St. Joseph Island” always referred to it as St. Joseph Island. I am further convinced by the Readers' Digest Great World Atlas where it is shown as St. Joseph Island.

Axworthy Lake Anecdote

Mr. Daynard XE "Daynard"  was told by either his father or grandfather that one spring some years ago (possibly in the late 40's or early 50's) a “ton of fish”, which appeared to be deep-water fish, were found floating in the lake, all dead. No one could figure out where they came from, but the lake was littered with them.

In discussing this with Babe (George Brownlee XE "Brownlee" ), he told me that some time in the early 50's the Ministry was asked why they didn't stock the lake as it was so clear. The Ministry was supposed to have said they didn't because there did not appear to be any outlet to Lake Huron. Axworthy's Lake is at least 20 Ft. higher than Lake Huron, and from the lake to the channel it is all down hill. It would also appear that it gets its water from under ground. Hands Lake is like this also.

Bamfords Creek

Bamfords Creek crosses the 10th Side Road just north of the K Line. Frank Crowder XE "Crowder"  informed me that a Mr. Bamford cleared land for a farm on the property that he owned on the 10th Side road. Before long he was offered a job on a boat, which he accepted. Apparently he didn't return to the Island. Hector Nelson told me that a Mr. Bamford was a lighthouse keeper at the first lighthouse near St. Joseph Island. It was on a small Island. He followed his father who had preceded him as keeper of the same lighthouse. Hector remembers this much because the first Mrs. Bamford was a sister of his Grandmother White XE "White" , (La Blanc).

My thanks to Mr. Crowder XE "Crowder"  and Mr. Nelson for the above information.

Belongers Point / Belangers Point

This point is named after settler Andrew Belanger who lived there in 1876.

The source of the above information is the Glyn Smith XE "Smith"  papers, on file at the St. Joseph Island Museum XE "Museum" . My thanks to Cindy Crawford and Barbara Davies for passing it on. On my maps the name is spelled “Boulanger”.

Bethel Church XE "Church" 
Hector Nelson said that Bethel Church XE "Church"  was situated where the 15th Side Road crosses the Hilton XE "Hilton"  Road end on the south side of it. The lumber from the church was moved and used to replace a burned out home.

Bishop XE "Bishop" s Corner 

Bishop XE "Bishop" 's Corner is in the Township of Hilton XE "Hilton" , at the corner of the Base Line and Hilton Road and is named for Harry Bishop. Harry (Henry) Bishop's father John located lots 1 and 2, Concession 17 and homesteaded there. Harry built his home on the southwest corner of the Base Line and Hilton Road and he and his wife lived and reared their family there.

Mr. Harry Bishop XE "Bishop"  was a well-known machinery salesman and timber buyer on St. Joseph Island. He also grew fresh vegetables for market in Sault Ste. Marie in the early 1900's, delivering his produce aboard one of the two boats that plied the waters between Thessalon and Sault Ste. Marie, the Premier and the Michipicoten. Thanks to Garry Bishop, Barb Davies and Jim Reed XE "Reed"  for the information about Bishop's Corner.

The Brule

Brule, meaning “burn” in French was the name given to the burned over area along the base Line on St. Joseph Island. It covered a large area between the M&N Line and the P Line, mostly on the west side of the Base Line. It must have burned early in the nineteenth century as it was a burned over area when the rush of settlers came in the1860's and 70's. It was still a sandy area in the 1930's with only a few large oak trees spotted here and there over the fields and some small saplings and clumps of shrubbery starting to fill in. Older hunters will remember hunting there. As a result of the Brule, the Base Line caught deep drifts of snow that blew across the huge fields and a detour through the smaller fields on the east side had to be made for winter traffic, which was mostly horse drawn sleighs and cutters.

In the early days of settlement when the pioneers were clearing land for crops and pasture, fires sometimes got away when they burned the brush piles and of course, lightening started fires then as now. Brush fires last spring, 1998, including the one that swept through the now, mostly tree covered Brule, are reminders of the danger. Fear of fire was always with the pioneers so they built their homes in the clearings, not in the bush as so many of us do now.

Caradoc Point

Caradoc Point is on the south side of Mosquito Bay where the land juts out into Lake Huron from the southeast end of St. Joseph Island. According to the Grolier Encyclopedia, “Caractacus, or more correctly, Caratacus is a Latinized form of the Celtic Caradoc, which occurs in Welsh place names and was the name of one of the Knights of the Round Table.” Since Major William Kingdom Rains named nearby Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  and Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay"  after places in his homeland, Wales, it seems reasonable to assume that he also named Caradoc Point.

Caufields Lake

Brian Figures phoned me with some more information about Caufields Lake. He says that his grandfather, Russell Ward XE "Ward" , often told the story of how he helped stock the lake with bass. Mr. Ward and Mr. Whicher XE "Whicher" , of the Whicher Mill, went out to what is known as “The wreck” near Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  where there is a sunken boiler, and caught the bass which they delivered in wash tubs to the lake.

Chicken Point

Chicken Point is located on the map as being just east of Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing" . As yet we have no response concerning the origin of the name. Mrs. Ernie Eddy XE "Eddy"  called to tell us that Chicken Point is off the end of where the 15th Side Road would be if it were cut through the shore of the North Channel. She does not know how it got its name.

The Cranberry Marsh

Areas of the Hay Marsh produce wild cranberries naturally. There is an area bordering on a small lake or pond that is called a “floating bog”. It is springy to walk on and it is said that there are many feet of soft mud underneath. So, hunters and cranberry pickers, beware.

Fosters Hill

There are two Fosters Hills on St. Joseph Island. Kay Kent XE "Kent"  phoned me and with prompting from her brother, Bud Kernaghan, told me that Fosters Hill is on the D, Line where Mr. and Mrs. Fraser live. Bert Foster married Ella Kernaghan and they lived on the hill, just across from where the Frasers live now, so that hill became known as Fosters Hill. More recently, in the 1940’s, T.J. Foster, brother of Bert, had a summer home built in Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach at the top of the hill near where Charlie Nelson lives. The hill was then called Fosters Hill. Now it is called Charlie's Hill.

My thanks to Kay Kent XE "Kent" , Bud Kernaghan, Hector Nelson and Doug Cain XE "Cain"  for telling us about Fosters Hill.

Gawas XE "Gawas"  Bay

Gawas XE "Gawas"  means “sandstone”. The bay northwest of Hilton XE "Hilton"  was named after the sloping rocks.

The source of the above information is the Glyn Smith XE "Smith"  papers, on file at the St. Joseph Island Museum XE "Museum" . My thanks to Cindy Crawford and Barbara Davies for passing it on to me.

The Old Golf Course

The old golf course on St. Joseph Island was south of the P Line on the west side of the A Line.  The property is now the home of Mr. and Mrs. Jim Snider.  It was the home of the Bjornaa family, Mr. Olaf Bjornaa, sons Olaf an Andrew and daughter Jenny (Mrs. Fred Clark).

The family had a golf course there in the late 1920's or around 1930.  It was quite busy with golfers from the United States and Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario.  Those from the Sault were mostly doctors.  It was a “going concern” for a time.  Jenny sold homemade ice cream to the golfers.  Russell Adcock remembers a visit to the Bjornaas when he was a young lad and seeing the Americans in their baggy golfing attire of the time.

As the brothers took up other interests, Jenny tried to carry on but, to her great disappointment, she was unable to keep it going by herself, “Times were hard”.  It would have been around the start of the Great Depression.

My thanks to Rose Gilbertson XE "Gilbertson"  and June Cain for help with the story of the old golf course.

Harmony

Mr. James XE "James"  Milton Anderson, who taught the Harmony School in the 1890’s, named Harmony. There was once a small hamlet, complete with post office, in the vicinity of the I Line and the A Line. Mr. Anderson went to Saskatchewan from St. Joseph Island and later became the Honorable James Milton Anderson, Premier and Minister of Education for Saskatchewan.

The Hay Marsh

The Hay Marsh is a vast, low lying area along the southwest shore of St. Joseph Island, in Concession A, Jocelyn XE "Jocelyn"  Township. There are higher points that project into the St. Mary's River, which are mostly tree covered. The main area of the marsh is covered with a variety of grasses and brush, while some areas nearer the shore produce mostly reeds and rushes. The marsh is covered with up to two and a half feet of water, depending on the levels of Lake Huron and the St. Mary's River.

Hay Marsh reaches from Diboll's Bay on the upper end to the Military Reserve at Fort St Joseph and consists of the shorelines of about 18 lots and up to three-quarters of a mile of their depth. It is habitat to wild life such as deer, moose and waterfowl. Although it is all privately owned, there are no permanent residents on the marsh. Access is mainly by boat. Many acres of wild hay grow there. Most of it is of no value for domestic livestock, but there is one variety called blue-joint hay, that was quite useful and nutritious hay for the livestock of the pioneer farmers. The farmers all along the West Side of the Island relied on this hay as well during the drought years.

Hay Point

Hay Point is the large point at the upper end of The Hay Marsh.

Jocelyn XE "Jocelyn" 
The name Jocelyn XE "Jocelyn"  was given to the post office when the postal officials couldn't accept the one that had been chosen by Christopher Young XE "Young"  and a number of the residents, because it was already in use. Jocelyn was on a list of suggested names that Mr. Young received from the officials and it was selected by him and the residents. Later the Township chose Jocelyn for its own name.

LaPointe Point

LaPointe Point, just west of the Whiskey Bay XE "Whiskey Bay"  Resort, is named for the Native Indian XE "Indian"  family of LaPointes who lived there and are listed in the 1881 Census. They all moved to Drummond Island, U.S.A. in the 1880's. Our visitor is a granddaughter of one of the LaPointe girls who was married to Henry Thomas, who lived in the Whiskey Bay area at a place known as Thomas' Point. He was from the southern part of U.S.A..

On April 10,1995 a couple from Minnesota dropped in to Adcocks' Woodland Gardens, hoping to find someone who remembered, or, who had even heard of the wife's ancestors, the LaPointes (or Lapoints). They met with some luck here. Russell not only had heard of the name but remembered some members of the family who used to come from Drummond Island to visit his father, Jim Adcock XE "Adcock" , and Uncle Bill Adcock. They brought their violins and played along with Russell's father. Our visitors had traveled great distances tracking down the wife's “roots”. Regretfully we did not get their names.

Llewellyn Beach XE "Llewellyn Beach" 
Llewellyn Beach XE "Llewellyn Beach"  is on the north-west corner of St. Joseph Island, at Boulanger point on the shore of the North Channel of the St. Mary's River.

The site was chosen for the location of a retreat for Clergy of the American Episcopal Church XE "Church" . It was Mrs. John Richards, the former Lucy Williams, a daughter of the Rev. and Mrs. Richard Williams of the Congregational Church, who suggested the site to her brother, Arthur Llewellyn Williams who had decided to become a priest in the Episcopal Church. He later became a Bishop XE "Bishop" .

In 1902, Bishop XE "Bishop"  Williams and his nephew Arthur R. Williams bought about 14 acres of Crown land on the beach. In 1903 construction was begun under the direction of several members of the Williams family. Part of the first cottage, Cymru, became a chapel. In 1911 a small church was built on the Beach and was named The Chapel of the Intercession.

As early as 1939 there were about 60 residents in the Llewellyn Beach XE "Llewellyn Beach"  “Colony”. Several generations of the same families continue to spend at least part of the summers there. A highlight of the season has been a reception in the spacious summer residence of Mrs. Hoag for the Anglican Bishop XE "Bishop"  of Algoma.

Some of Episcopalian Clergy and their families that come to mind are Mrs. Hoag's two sons, both Deans, her nephew Bishop XE "Bishop"  Sturdevant, Bishop Bloodgood, the Matthews XE "Matthews"  family, the Eldreds and Bishop Wise who was a leading person of the colony. The Sisters of the Transfiguration are regular summer residents there.

The Llewellyn Beach XE "Llewellyn Beach"  colony keeps up a private road to the beach. 

My thanks to the following sources: Edna Dixon, Gladys Wallwork, Hector Nelson and the St. Joseph Island Historical Society for the information on Llewellyn Beach XE "Llewellyn Beach" .

Maple Point

Maple Point is a sandy point about mid way along the shore of Hay Marsh. It is mostly covered with Maple trees.

Poverty Hill

The hill known as Sandy Brown's Hill, Poverty Hill, and Haight's Hill is the part of the north side of the Mountain XE "the Mountain" , on the 10th Side Road, between the P Line and Hilton XE "Hilton"  Road. In the early days the Sandy Brown family homesteaded there. The house is still there and lived in. The Haight family was the next to live there. Walter and Sarah (Smith XE "Smith" ) Haight lived there for many years rearing their family there.   

Why was it called Poverty Hill? The story that Frank Crowder XE "Crowder"  has given us is that during the 1930’s, the Great Depression XE "Depression"  Years, work was begun to improve the Hill. Then came a change of government and the job was given to new management. The workmen didn't approve of the way the new foreman was doing it so they quit and went home, leaving the job “half done” That is how it remained for many years. The road on the hill took a turn west at top and bottom until Alec Cain XE "Cain"  with his heavy equipment straightened it out as it is now, in the 1960’s.

Here is another version of the reason it was called Poverty hill, put forth by Alice Ward XE "Ward"  and Russell Adcock XE "Adcock" . The road construction on the hill was too big a job for the Township so in hard times it became a “make work” project for which government grants were obtained. This may have been the case more than once, causing the hill to be dubbed “Poverty Hill”. 

Jim Reed XE "Reed"  remembers that he was working on Poverty Hill when the straight right-of- way was first cut through, along with his brother Lorne and Charlie Donaghue when Charlie suffered a broken leg from a rock falling down a bank. 

Rosseau Point

Rosseau Point is the name given to a point of land east of Richards Landing XE "Richards Landing" . It is shown on a 1940 map.

Hector Nelson told me that the point near the south end of the A Line was called Rousseau Point. He said he was told this by the late Wm. Fremlin of the pioneer Fremlin family.

Sterling XE "Sterling"  Bay

Sterling XE "Sterling"  Bay was named after Archibald Sterling who lived on the west shore of this bay prior to 1844.

Still XE "Still" ’s Side Road

Stills Side Road is the only other road between Trainors Side Road and the Hilton XE "Hilton"  Road that is a link between the Base Line and the W Line (Hwy 548) on the east side of St. Joseph Island. It is not a concession road. Land was donated to Hilton Township for the road by two landowners, Robert Still XE "Still"  and Wellington Irwin. 

The Still XE "Still"  family homestead was on the Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  “Road”. They owned lots 13 and 14 on Concession 14 and were in School Section # 2, but they had no road to their school. After the land was donated and a road cut through it was still years before there was a summer road through to the W Line. As a winter road it was usable but in summer, due to boggy conditions, it could not be used for wheels. As the road over which the Still children had to go to school, it was barely passable on foot.

Charles Still XE "Still"  and his wife Janet Grant came from the Strathroy area of Ontario in the late 1870's to St. Joseph Island. They had eight children, most or all of them were born before they came to the Island.

At that time there were no roads as we know them. The Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan" , a trail, wound its way more or less directly from Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  to what was then known as Hilton XE "Hilton" , the southeast end of what is now Hilton Beach. The children grew up there and left home except for Robert who later married Eliza Garside XE "Garside"  and settled on the old homestead. Their children were all born there - Helen (later Mrs. Clifton Coulter), Marcus (Marc), Freda (later Mrs. Denzil Haight) and Alfred. 

Due to the lack of a road to the W Line, Helen had to stay with her grandparents and attend the Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  (Stone) School for some of her schooling. A few years later Marcus, Freda and Alfred were making their way over that boggy trail to the W Line and the W School. Alfred told me that it was in 1935, the year that he quit school, that it was finally possible to drive an automobile over that road, after a road crew of local men had brought it up to “summer road” standards of the time

My thanks to Alf Still XE "Still"  for the story of Still's Side Road.

Stribling Point

Stribling Point is shown on the 1940's map of St. Joseph Island as the north/west point on the Neebish Channel side, facing Sugar Island. 

Trainor XE "Trainor" 's Side Road

Trainor XE "Trainor" 's Side Road, in Hilton XE "Hilton"  Township, connects the W Line (Now part of the Highway 548) with the Base Line. It was named for the Trainor family that lived on the farm many years ago that it passes by.

Patrick and Elizabeth Trainor XE "Trainor" , with their four children came to St. Joseph Island from a farm between London and Goderich in Huron County, on a boat called the Ontario, in 1883. The Trainors originally came from Belfast in Antrim County, Ireland. The family rode in a wagon from the dock at Hilton XE "Hilton" , over the old Kaskawan XE "Kaskawan"  road to the farm that Mr. Trainor had purchased for $130 and on which he had built a log home. There they began farming. The property that Mr. Trainor had chosen to settle on is about half way between the Kaskawan Road and the Base line and was considered a good location for farming. The oldest child, William, was ten years of age when they arrived on St. Joseph Island. Three more were born on the Island. Besides William there were Gordon, Edith (who became Mrs. Dan See), Russell, Mildred and Sandy.

About four years after they arrived the old log school was built just across the road from their home, near the north end of the Little Lake. This school was to serve the W Line, Milford Haven XE "Milford Haven"  and the U Line areas. At first Mrs. Trainor XE "Trainor"  attended to the wood fires to heat the school. When the boys were old enough they took over that job. Mrs. Trainor and a woman friend left their mark in the area by each planting some pine trees. Mr. and Mrs. Trainor's intentions on coming to the Island were to secure land for their sons. William was a purser on the Premier when he married Mabel Duncan who was postmistress in Marksville XE "Marksville"  (Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach) for 15 years. In 1923 William became Crown Land Agent, succeeding Mr. W.C. Whytbourne. He also held the office of Justice of the Peace and was rural mail carrier.

My thanks to Norma Brownlee XE "Brownlee" , one from the large family of Mr. and Mrs. William Trainor XE "Trainor" , for help with the above information.

Valliere's Lake

Caufield XE "Caufield" 's Lake, as it is generally called now, is situated in a block of land just east of the Base Line and North of the U Line in Hilton XE "Hilton"  Township. The lake is comprised of a large part of three 100 acre lots and is near enough to the Base Line that passersby may catch a glimpse of the water when the trees are bare of foliage. However, when T N. Molesworth surveyed St. Joseph Island in 1853-54-55, he and his men missed the lake entirely so it is not shown on his surveyor's map. On some more recent maps it is shown but not named.

Alf Still XE "Still"  remembers the lake being called “Valliere's Lake” when he was growing up. During the era of French settlement on the U Line a family named Valliere lived near the U Line and Base Line corner, on the west end of the lot that contained part of the lake. During the 1930's Mr. Albert Caufield XE "Caufield" , late of Hilton XE "Hilton"  Beach, purchased the block of land that contained the lake and it was given the Caufield name. In the early days there were grass pike in the Little Lake and later, bass were introduced.

Watson Creek

Watson Creek has been found on the Island map. It flows across the U line into Tenby Bay XE "Tenby Bay" . A Watson family did live on the U Line in early days. They moved to Detour and started a fuel dock for boats.

Worsley XE "Worsley"  Bay 

Worsley XE "Worsley"  Bay is the large bay in Lake Huron, off the south end of St Joseph Island, between Koshkawong Point on the East and Whiskey Point on the West, with Burnt Island to the South.

The bay is named for naval officer Lieutenant Miller Worsley XE "Worsley"  of the Royal Navy. Lieutenant Worsley was in charge of the troops on the famous armed schooner Nancy. Captain Mcintosh was the Commander of the ship when they received news of an American raiding party in the area. Lieutenant Worsley ordered provisions removed from the Nancy and placed in two bateaux, which were to be well hidden.

As the Americans approached the Nancy, which was in Notawasaga Bay, Lieutenant Worsley XE "Worsley"  ordered her set on fire rather than surrender her to the Americans. Then he and his party made their way in secret to the British fortress at Mackinac XE "Mackinac" . The Commander there had already sent the Americans packing and only two of the squadron, of the seven, were left in the area. The Tigress and the Scorpion remained to obstruct the British line of communications and supplies to Mackinac. (The other five returned to Detroit). It was Lieutenant Worsley who devised a plan to capture the Tigress and the Scorpion. Lieutenant Worsley was supreme commander of the men who set out in four large row boats and several Indian XE "Indian"  canoes.

When a scout sighted the Tigress, partly hidden at Burnt Island, they made their way in darkness and in defense of Canada and they were able to take the Americans by surprise. They sent the prisoners to Mackinac XE "Mackinac" . With the Tigress’ American colours still flying and his own red-coated men hidden, Worsley XE "Worsley"  set out to capture the Scorpion, only 15 miles away. Coming close to the ship they fired a volley and boarded the Scorpion.

This was a very important victory in saving Canada for the British and the Canadian fur trade. The captured ships were renamed “Comfiance” and “Surprise”. Both “Historic St. Joseph Island”, by Joseph and Estelle Bayliss, and “The Sword of Old St Joe: Historical Sketches” by H.J.L. Woolley, B.D. tell the story of Lieutenant Worsley XE "Worsley"  and his daring but clever feat.
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